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NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Supreme Court on

Thursday quizzed Con-

gress and JDS on the
then Speaker’s orders disquai-
ifying their 17 MIAs ] the
term of current Karnataka
Assemibly, asking if disqualj-
fication ended with the term
of such a legisiator or itwould
continue till the House was
dissolved.

A bench of Justices N v
Ramana, Sanjeev Khanna
and Krishna Murari asked
senior advocates Kapil Sibal
and Devadatt Kamat, repre-
senting both the parties, as to
what would happenifwe dom’t
allowthem asan interim relief
tocontestandwhatwould hap-
penttotheir petition ifelections
were held and new MLAs got
elected.

Both the parties said what
is the point of disqualifica-
tion, if the disqualified MLAs
got elected again. Tt would go
against the constitutional mo-

_— [ %
_

SC quizzes Cong, JDS on
lification
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Congresson Thursday
termed “unprecedented”
the Election Commission
offer to put-offthe bypolls +
1015 Karnataka Assem-
bly seats to allow the LB
Supreme Court to take a
final decision on the peti-
tions filed by the disqual-
ified legislators, re ports

rality. There has to be some
punitive action, they said,
Reading out Article 190(3)(b)
of the Constitution, Sibal said
the Speaker hasto be satisfied
iftheresignationwasvohuny
and genuine and in absence of
these conditionalities, he may
notaccepttheresignations,
“Merely because resigna-
tion is filed, it doeg mean the
Speaker will accept it, he has
to conducthjsowninquj:y. Itis

of MLAs

ECofferto postpone bypoll
unprecedented: Congress

- that both the resignation and

DHNS from New Delhi,
“The offer to defer the
re-election processiitself

is unprecedented, but,
Supreme Courtisri ght
because theyare fina} and |
thereis noappeal beyond
there,” Congress chief 3
Spokesman Randeep .
Singh Surjewala said.

notjobofthe courttointervene
into jt,” he said. Maintaining

disqualifications were sepa-
rate proceedings, Sibal point-
ed outparagraph 2(1)(a) ofthe
Tenth Schedulestipulated that
the act of voluntary giving up
membership of 2 party would
besubjectto disqualificationif
the Speaker did not find it 5o
after going through conductof
themember,



