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“DKS name in audio clip

SPECIAL CORRESPON E Nﬁled against him added to the
BENGALURU 05 /" GNAY drama. The conversation
While BJP leader Ramesh Jar-  purportedly had the woman

Idholi has been alleging the
role of a “Mahanayaka” (big
leader) in what he called a
“political conspiracy” to ma-

/hgnhlmmtheCDcase an

audio clip aired by TV chan-

in the CD stating not only that
the sex CD is “morphed” but
also dropping the name of
KPCC president D.K. Shivaku-

mar more than o /nce

nels shortly after an FIR was  DETAILS » PAGE 4

ra
DKS name in audio clip
gives a new twist to row

Congress should seek his resignation as party chieleBJ P

| STAFF REPORTER
{ BENGALURU

i Hours after the city police
* registered an FIR against the
¢ former Minister Ramesh Jar-
i kiholi for sexual abuse, a
° purported recording ofate
. lephonic conversation bet-
ween the victim and her fa-
mily was leaked to the media
where she is heard dropping
the name of Karnataka Pra-
desh Congress Committee
(KPCC) president D.K. Shiva-
lumar thrice in the seven-
minute clip.

This triggered a political
storm and lent yet another
twist to the case.

However, The Hindu
could not independently
verify the veracity of this au-
dio clip.

Repeated references

In the conversation that pur-
portedly took place on the
night the sex CD was leaked
to television channels, the
woman is heard telling a
man on the other end (said
to be her brother) that “DK
[Mr. Shivakumar] himself” is
meeting her and she had

Vs

of D. K
Shivaku-
mar” and
was going
to speak
to him.
LY she s
; heard
D.K. Shlvakumar reassuring
the family
that she was safe and repeat-
edly claimed the video and
audio clips aired on televi-
sion were “fake, morphed
and voice modulated”.

She is heard proemising to
send a video to prove she
was innocent “after D.K. Shi-
valaimar's people give it to
her”.

Days after the alleged sex
video showing intimate mo-
ments of Mr. Jarkiholi came
to the public domain, he al-
leged that a “mahanayaka”
(big Jeader) was behind the
conspiracy to defame him.
The State government
formed a SIT to probe this
“conspiracy” and an FIR was
registered against unidenti-
fied individuals for “conspi-
racy to defame Jarkiholi, for-
gery and extort money

part of the probe, sources
said.

in a series of tweets BJP,
Karnataka, attacked Mr. Shi-
vakumar and demanded
that the Congress should
seek his resignation as patty
chief. “The Congress that
sought to capture power
misusing a woman must
apologise to the people,” it
demanded. The party also
taunted Congress leaders
who attacked Mr. Jarkiholi
and the State government in
the Legislative Assermnbly and
asked “if the conspiracy was
hatched in KPCC office”.

‘More to come’
Mr. Jarkiholi, speaking to
presspersons on Friday

evening, said he had not lis-

tened to the purported au-

dio clip and when quizzed as
te whether the “mahanaya-
ka” he was referring to was
indeed Mr. Shivakumar, he
said the KPCC president had
been a dear friend who had
been with him through thick
and thin and he only wished
him well. He further claimed
he would make a “big revela-
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