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NEW DELHI, P71

he Union Cabinet on Wednesday
approved the Surrogacy (Regu-
lation) Bill, 2020, which allows
any “willing” woman to be a surrogate
mother and proposes that widows and

 divorced women can also benefit from.

its provisions, hesides infertile Indian
couples. ;

The billincorporates all recomnmen-
dations made by a RajyaSabha select
conmittee, which studied an earlier
version of the draft legistation and is
aimed at banning comntercial surro-
gacy and allowing altruistic surrogacy,
Unionminister PrakashJavadekartold
reporters. .

His Cabinet colleague Sinriti Irani
“said the bill proposes that only Indian
couples, with both partners being of

"Indian origin, can opt for'surrogacy in
the country.

She asserted that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has led from the front
withaliberalview ontheissnesofrepro-
ductive rights of women, be it medical

i termination of pregnancy, the Assisted
' Reproductive Technology Regulation
Bill or thesurrogacy bill.
The amended hill is reformed ver-
sion of the draft tegislation which was
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passed by LolcSabha in August2019but
its provisions, including that onlyaclose
relative of a couple can be a surrogate
mother, had invited criticism.

The government then agreedto send
thebill toa Rajya Sabha select commit-
tee, which is headed by BJP MP Bhu-
pender Yadav, for holding wide consul-
tations with various stakeholders and
making recornmendations.

The amended billislikely to be tabled
inthesecond halfof the Budget Session
beginning next month, ‘

The bill also proposes to regulate
surrogacy by establishing National Sur-
rogacy Boatd at the central level and,
StateSurrogacy Board and appropriate
authorities instates and Union Territo-
ries respectively. :

The proposed insurance cover for
surrogate mother has now been in-
creased to 36 menths from 16 months
provided in the earlier version. :

While commercial surrogacy will be
prohibited includingsale and purchase
ofhuman embryo and gamétes, ethical
surrogacyto Indianmarriedcouples, Tn-
dian-origin married coupiesand Indian
singie wormnan (only widow or divorcee
betweenieage of 352nd 45 years) will
e allowed on fulfilment of certaincon-
ditions, cificial sources said.
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