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iok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla has capped the pri-
vate members’ bills that
a member ean introduce in
the Lower House at three per
Session.

The move, the Speaker be-
lieves, would help to improve
the quality of the draft legisla-
tion and also ensure that the
House deliberate on it within a
reasonabletme period.

Atpresert, privatemembers’
bills are debated on alternate
Fridays when the House is in
session and stand Little chance
of becorning law without gov-
ermment support.

There have been instances
when more thar 50 private
members’ bills have been in-
troduced in the House and
very few have been taken up
for discussion. Accarding to
available dara, more than two
thousand private members’
bills have been introduced in
the Lok Sabha over the pasttwo
decadesand only49were taken
up for discussion,

Birla amended the Direc-
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tions by Speaker’, the guidelines
10 be followed by the ¢ presiding
officer, tocapthe private mem-
bers’bills, a member caninaro-
duce inasession.

“A member shall be permit-
ted tointroduce ot more than
three private member's bills
during asession. Where notices
ofbills received fromamember
are in excess of three, the first
three admissible notices shall
be taken into consideration,
unless the member has indi-
cated the preference,” read an
amendment to Direction 27,

In May 1997, the then Ra-
jva Sabha Chairman ¥ R
Narayananhad capped the pri-
vate members’bills, a member
couldintroducein the House, to
three persession,

Similar discussions were
also held in the House of Com-
monsinBritain, wherethe then
Speaker John Bercow made 2
sirong case for overhauling of
the private memmbers’ bills.

TheBudget Session of Parlia-
ment begins on January 31 with
President Ram Nath Kovind's
address 1o the joint sitting of
both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajva Sabhainthe Central Hzll,




