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More trouble for CM? SC to hear another denotification plea
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Bengaluru: ief minister
BS Yediyurappa recently rece-
ived amajor jolt after the high
court turned down his appeal
to quash an FIR pertaining to
tlegal denotification of land
in 2006-07 when he was the de-
puty CM in the BJP-JD(S)coa-
lition government.

The oppoesition is deman-
ding his resignation and has
threatened to protest if he fa-

ils to quit. There’s more. On
January 21, the Supreme Co-
urt will hear a plea by Anti-
Corruption Bureau against
stay on the probe launched
against Yediyurappa for deno-
tifying 257 acres of land from
Shivaram Karanth Layout.
Inits petition, ACBhascla-
imed that Yediyurappa misu-
gsed his office as CM and pas-
sed orders between 2009 and
2010 to drop 257 of the 3,546
acres meant for layout forma-
tion. This caused huge loss to

the exchequer, it has alleged.

ACB had registered two
FIRs in 2017 on a complaint fi-
led by D Ayyappa (ex-VC of Al-
ljance University who was kil-
led in October 2019) after con-
ducting preliminary inguiry
On a writ petition filed by Ye-
diyurappa, the HC had stayed
theprobeand later, ACBhadfi-
led a special leave petition.

In 2018, the apex court, ina
separate judgement, had pul-
led up the Karnataka govern-
ment and Bangalore Develop-

ment Authority for creating a

mess around planned develop-

ment of Bengaluruy, directing

themnot todropacquisitionof
about #50 acres of land for Shi-
varam Karanth Layout. It had
taken strong exceplion to alle-
ged “connivance ¢f influenti-
alpolitical persons or otherwi-
se” inexcluding largetracts of
land from acquisition.

The court had asked for-
mer Karnataka high court
judge, Justice KN Keshavana-
rayana, te conduct an inquiry

for “fixing responsibility” on
BDA officials and the govern-
ment for excluding the land.
When the state authoritiesfai-
led to provide sufficient mate-
rial to the inquiry officer, the
court had again taken the go-
vernment to task, askingitto
cooperate and place the requ-
isiterecords before him.
While senior advocate
Muku! Rohatgi is represen-

ting Yediyurappa, senior ad-

vocate Abhishek M Singhvi
isfigh‘;ingon behalf of ACB.

Vishwanath kits basi:
at Siddaramaials

BJP MLC H Vishwanath
slammed leader of opposition
Siddaramaiah for demanding
the CM's resignation over the
Jand denotification case. “Whai
will Siddaramaiah doifhe’'sina
spot regarding the Arkavathi
land denatification issue?” he
said, adding Congrass
functionaries must stop such
vindictive politics.
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