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New Delhi/Bengaluru:
Claiming that the recent po-
litical crisis in Karnataka,
where MLAs wexe disquali-
fied after they tendered their
‘resignations, may be repli-
cated in other states, the pre-
sent speaker pleafled the Su-
preme Court on Wednesday
to list guidelines to deal with
such situations.

POLITICAL NOTES

Without directly criticising

ifying 17 MLAsS, spea
weshwar Hegde K3

any 51d m'l'he present con-
troversy, ‘but a balance has to
be maintained between an

r they resi

IOLzﬁ

STARTING A STORM: File picture of the rebels arriving at Vldhana
Soudha to sumbit their resignations to the speaker

elected representative’s loyal-
ty towards the electorate and
his party.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
speaker, said the issue needed
to be settled once and forall as
such situations may happen
anywhere in future. The
bench, however, said it would

not be possible for it to frame
guidelines as the speaker is a
constitutional post and pass-
ing such direction would
amount to judicial overreach.

In a brief submission, Me-
hta contended that right of a
legislator to resign is equally
important as right of a speak-
er todisqualify alawmaker. He

he 17 disqualified MLAs on

Wednesday urged the
Supreme Court to make the
Election Commission a party to
their case while seeking
annulment of former speaker
KR Ramesh Kumar’s order
disqualifying them. The move
comes after the EC told the SC
that disqualified MLAs cannot
be deprived of the right to
contest next month’s bypolls.

islators cannot be disqualified
n, speaker tells SC

‘MAKE EC PARTY TO THE CASE'

Senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi,
who is representing several of
the 17disqualified MLAs,
requested a bench of Justices
NV Ramana, Sanjiv Khanna and
Krishna Murari to either stay
the speaker’s order or defer
byelections until the court rules
on the matter. He argued that
the MLAs' petitions against
disqualification will otherwise
become infructuous.

said the apex court has recog-
nised the right of a legislator
to resign from the House and
he could not be forced to toe
the party line if his conscience
does not allow him to do so.
“Once you are in party dis-
cipline, you have to follow it.
But if your conscience does
not allow, you can leave the
party, give up membership of
the House and go back to the
electorate. Giving up member-
ship of a political party is dis-
qualification, but not giving up
the membership of the

House,” Mehta said. He said he
=___—-——”———:.."_

cannot be critical to whatever
happened in the case but can
assist the court indeciding the
controversy.

Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for the dis-
qualified MILAs, told the bench
Ramesh Kumar’s decision was
illegal and unconstitutional.
He said the disqualification
order had virtually “caged”
them as they cannot contest
elections despite being una-
fraid of facing the electorate.
“If a person has courage to
resign, he must be allowed to
face election,” he said.
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