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THE Karnataka Assembly
Speaker on Wednesday told
the Supreme Court that his
predecessor, KR Ramesh Ku-
mar, had erred in disqualify-
ing 17 Congress and JDS
MLAs, following their resig-
nations. Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing for
Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde
Kageri, told a bench
headed by Justice NV
Ramana, “The provi-
sion does not say if
you give up member-
ship of House, you are
disqualified. Provi-
sion says you can be
disqualified for giving up a
political party.”

Mehta said that guidelines
should be in place so that the
Speaker’s role can be defined
and that a member can’t be
proceeded under the Anti-
Defection Law for resigning
from membership of the
House.“Once you are in par-
ty discipline, you have to fol-
low it. But if your conscience
does not allow, you can leave

the party, give up member-
ship of House and go back to
the electorate,” he said.
Justice Sanjiv Khanna re-
sponded saying, “What is
written on paper may be dif-
ferent from what is the real-
ity. An MLA may be inten-
tionally resigning from the
Assembly to join another
party. Or a disqualification
motion may be pending
against the MLA, heresigns,
then what do you
make of it.”
Meanwhile, the dis-
qualified MLAs ap-
proached the court to
make the EC aparty to
their plea, and sought
direction to stop the
bypolls to 15 assembly seats.
Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, appearing for the
MILAs, said, “You can’t say we
are mixing with this party or
that party. The Speaker is cus-
todian of the House and not
of any political party. And it
is for the House to decide if
the government will continue
or fall.” The hearing re-
mained inconclusive and
will continue on Thursday.
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