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ngh productivity inLS,RSin
just-concluded budget session

Budget Was
Discussed
For 14 Hours

Times NEws NETWOR&J\VI;\

New Delhi: The budget ses-
sion, which was adjourned
sinedieon Thursday, saw the
Lok Sabha record 114% pro-
ductivity despite frequent
adjournments during the
first few days and the Union
budget was discussed for 14
hours and 42 minutes in
which a total of 146 members
participated.

While the Rajya Sabha
witnessed high productivity
andpassingof 19bills, Chair-
man Venkiah Naidu expres-
sed concern over “less atten-
dance” of MPs and the dura-
tion of the meetings which,
he said, needed further im-
provement. “This house
functioned a total of 104 ho-
urs23minutesagainsttheto-
tal scheduled time of 116 ho-
urs and 31 minutes during
these 23 sittings,” Naidu sa-
id, adding that “this in effect
means that the productivity
of the House, including both
the parts of the Budget ses-
sion, have heenabout90%".

“A total of 21 hoursand 26

RS chairman Venkiah Naidu
expressed concern over “less
attendance” of MPs and the
duration of the meetings which,
he said, needed improvement

mmutes of the house has he-
en lost due to disruption du-
ringthissession,” headded.

However, he alsosaid that
the house sat 14 hours and 28
minutes beyond the time to
complete the legislative and
other business.

Meanwhile, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, who pre-
sided over the House for the
wholesessionbut had toskip
thelastfew daysafter testing
Covid positive, expressed
gratitude to all the MPs for
runningthe Housesmoothly

Like previous sessions of
the 17th Lok Sabha, record
work was accomplished du-
ring the fifth (budget ses-
sion) with a total of 24 sit-
tings, lastingfor 132 hours.

The productivity of the
House during this session
stood at 114%. Earlier, 125%
productivity wasachieved in
the first session, 115% in the
second session, 117% in the
third session and a record
167% in the fourth session.

Naidu said, “People have
alotof expectationsfromthe
parliamentarians te guide

on the issues concerning the
pandemic, the revival of the
economy, and the agenda of
inclusive growth.” “Therefo-
re, we should be guided by
the mantra of ‘debate, dis-
cuss and decide’ and not dis-
rupt. Thisistheonly way for-
ward in these challenging ti-
mes,” added Naidu.

During the session, the
Upper House withessed a
“passionate and quality” de-
bate on Motion of Thanks to
the President’s address and
the Union Budget, said Naidu
in his valedictory remarks.
During the session, 17 go-
vernment bills were introdu-
ced and a totalof 18 bills were
passed by the Lok Sabha.

Parliamentary commit-
tees made important recom-
mendations onfinancial and
other matters and a total of
17ireportswerepresented by
comimnittees.

Necessary arrange-
ments weremade in the Par-
liamenthouseandespecial-
ly in the Lok Sabha cham-
ber in the context of the Co-
vid-19pandemic.

“Some bills passed in budget session
will be challe nged in court: Cong

s
New Delhi: As the budge% arjun Kharge, Jairam

session came to an end,
Congress n Thursday said
the government had pas-
sed legally untenable le-
gislations withoutany
parliamentary scruti- [
ny and they will be ¥
challenged in the Su- |7 -
preme Court,evenasit [i¥
slammed the Modi go-
vernment for curtai- Fr=2
ling the Parliament
session on the pretext of
assemblyelections.
Addressing a press con-
ference, top Congress parli-
amentary leaders Malli-

Ramesh and Ravneet Bittu
singled out the bills on mi-
nes and minerals and Delhi
statehood for alleged illega-

lities. They said the
-] bills are sure to be
challenged with Ra-
mesh saying that he
would personally
petition against the
mines bill.

Kharge said the
opposition repeatedly de-
manded that the government
send these crucial bills with
far-reaching conseguences
to the parliamentary select

committee for scrutiny but
the Centre refused to heed
the request because of its
brutemajority “Passingbills
like this is against the tenets
of democracy We strongly
cendemn the government for
thisand themanner in which
the role of parliamentary
committees was ignored,”
Ramesh added.

Slamming the curtail-
ment of session by two we-
eks, Ramesh said, “We
wanted the session to run
till April 8 and wanted to
raise pecple’s issues and
debatethem.” T

PM enters LS

just as Cong
questions
his absence

Times News NeTwoRK

New Delhi: Thefinal hourof
the fifth session of 17th Lok
Sabha on Thursday had so-
me interesting moments as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi entered the House just
when his “absence"” was be-
ing questioned by Congress’
Ravneet Singh Bittu.

Bittu, leader of Congress
in the House, said the PM
wasn't seen in Lok Sabha
even as the session was co-
ming to an end, prompting
junior Parliamentary Affa-
irs Minister Arjun Meghwal
to say that Modi attended
praceedings on several days
and that the opposition was
makingbaselessallegations.

“If one has to meet the
PM, one will have to go to
Bengal rallies,” Bittu said
and also raised issues like
fuel prices in the presence
former Congress chief Ra-
hul Gandhi.

While heated exchanges
were taking place between
the treasury and opposition
benches, Modi entered the
House and was greeted with
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans by
hisparty colleagues.

A little later, Lok Sabha
was adjourned sine die,
bringing the nearly two-
month long Budget session
to an end. The session star-
ted on January 29 and was
ariginally slated to end on
April 8 but several members
had urged Speaker Om Birla
to end the session earlier in
view of the assembly elec-
tions, Speaker Birla, who re-
cently contracted Covid-19,
wasnot presentinthe House.
In his observations before
adjourning the proceedings
sine die, Bhartruhari Meh-
tab, who was in the chair,
wished Birla a speedy reco-
very and informed members
that the Speaker’s condition

wasstable.
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