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A letter to the party high
command seeking action
against dissenter BJP MLA

. Basanagouda Patil Yatnal
was circulated and signed
by several MLAs at an infor-
mal legislators’ meeting
with Chief Minister B.S. Ye-
diyurappa at his residence
on Thursday evening, multi-
ple sources said.

The meeting saw over 60
MLAs, including several Mi-
nisters, participate. While
sources in the Chief Minis-
ter’s camp claimed almost
all MLAs who attended the
meeting signed the letter,
The Hindu could not inde-
pendently verify this claim.

Mr. Yatnal, who has
turned a bitter critic of the
Chief Minister, was served a
show-cause notice by the
disciplinary committee of
the party high command ov-
er a month ago. But that has
done little to silence him.
Taking the Chief Minister
head-on, he has repeatedly
made allegations of corrup-
tion, deviation from party
ideals and family rule, and
speculated on leadership
change. The signature cam-

action against Yatnal

Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa during a meeting with party
MLAs in Bengaluru on Thursday.
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paign comes in the wake of
his recent staternent specu-
lating on leadership change
after the byelections. The
Chief Minister’s camp is ran-
Kled at the delay in the high
command taking disciplin-
ary action against him. M.P.
Renukacharya, political se-
cretary to the Chief Minister
and who has publicly criti-
cised Mr. Yatnal, spearhead-
ed the signature campaign,
sources said. :

Mr. Renukacharya told
mediapersons, “All MLAs
have condemned state-
ments by Mr. Yatnal and
have expressed support to
the Chief Minister.” He, ho-
wever, remained silent on
the signature campaign.

‘We discussed bypolls’
Speaking to mediapersons
after the meeting, Mr. Yediy-
urappa said the meeting was
attended by over 60 MLAs
and recent political deve-
lopments were discussed.
“We discussed the upcom-
ing bypolls. MLAs also dis-
cussed some of the issues
they face in development
works of their constituen-
cies and I sorted out a few is-
sues,” he said.



