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Bihar passes

resolution
against NRC
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ABHAY KUMAR
PATNA, DHNS

he Bihar Assembly on Tuesday
passed a unanimous resolution

that there will be no NRC (Na-
tional Register of Citizens) in the state.

It also passed a resolution that the
state government will implement NPR
(National Population Register) but the
onlywhich cameinto being in 2010, not
the one in the present format,

To dispel apprehensions amoeng
many, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
had earlier maintained thathe won't
allow NRCin Bihar.

“But NPRis aroutine exercise car-
ried out every tenyears. However, the
NPR formintroduced in 2010 should
be used, not the present one which
has created more apprehensions and
fear,” said Nitish on the floor of the
House on Tuesday.

While participating in the debate
on CAA-NRC-NPR, Nitish said, “The
CAA was passed by Parliament and
isnowa law. The contentious central
legislation is, however, being heard
by the Supreme Courl. Lei the apex
couri decide its constitutional valid-
lty,”

Nitish, however, cautioned that
if the NPR, in the present format,
was used (and data collected), then

it could be misused if some day NRC
getsunderway.

Comeclear; RJD
This led the Opposition, led by RID
leader Tejashwi Yadav, demand that

the state government come cleanon

the issue and pass a resolutton on
NRC.

Earlier, Nitish said that the new

NPR form was creating more confu-
sion, apprehensions and fear.

“There are many columns, like
place and date of birth of parents,
which are unnecessary. lf youask me,
even I don’t know the date of hirth
of my mother. I have been told that
these columns are optional. One can
leave it blank. But leaving a column
blank will give rise to more suspicion
and apprehensions. S, [ would ap-
peal to the Centre to stick to the old
NPR form (of 2010-11) instead of the
new one,” said Nitish.

Another BJP ally and Union min-
ister Ram Vilas Paswan too had ear-
lier raised ared flag on the NPR and
said, “What is the rationale behind
asking place and date of birth of fa-
ther-mother? [don'trememberwhen
and where my mother was born.
These columns should beimmediate-
ly withdrawn from NPRas it was cre-
ating confusion and apprehensions.”
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