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Now, a January date for
Cabinet expansion
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Five to six ministers Shah tovisit state next month
- The BJP top brass may tour, BJP sources said
m ay he Inducted askYediyurappatogofor here.
Cabinet rejig only after Yediyurappa'ssonBY
Union Home Minister Vijayendramet BJP gen-
Y, 3\5_! } ),i a2 Amit Shah's visitto the eral secretary (Karnataka
statenextmonth, reports  incharge) Arun Singhand
BENGALURU, DHNS Cabinet, that plan is current- DHNS from Delhi. held a discusston with him
ly put on the backburner for Shah is likely to visit inthisregard.
hemuch-delayedexpan- lack of alternative leadership  thestate on January15or Though what tran-

I sion of ChiefMinisterBS  options. The Central leader- i6toinauguratetraining  spired between themis

Yediyurappa's Cabinetis ship now feels that changing centres of the Centiral not known, sources inthe
nowbeing discussedtohappen  Yediyurappa could hurt the  ReservePoliceForce in party said itwasa courtesy
in.January. Lingayat vote bank, which Bhadravathiand Hosapete call by Vijayendra.

While sources rule out a has backed BJP election after inthestate; Vijayendrabriefed
Cabinet reshuffle, 5-6 minis- election in recent years,” one Thepartyislikelytotell  Singhabout political
terswillbeinductedasthe BJP  source said. the chief minister togo developmentsin the state
high command is said to have Moreover, expert maneu- ahead with hisplantorejig including the ongoing
given its nod, following party vering bythe CMtosecurehis  hisministry after Shah’s gram panchayat polls.

general secretary and Karna-
taka in-charge Arun Singh’s
visit to the state earlier this
month. There are seven Cab-
inet berths vacant at present.
Pressure hasbeen mounting
on the CM to accommodate
MLCs M T B Nagaraj and R
Shankar, along with recent-
ly elected MLA Munirathna
among others as ministers.
“Thoughthe high command
earlierhad planstochangethe
CM and reshuffle the entire

vote bank - announcing Kar-
nataka Veerashaiva Lingayat
Development Corporation
and proposing inclusion of the
Lingayats in the central OBC
list - is said to have helped his
case, in remaining at the helm
of administration.

Yediyurappa will be al-
lowed to go ahead with the
Cabinet expansion after gram
panchayat polls whose results
will be declared on Decem-
ber 30, itis said.
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MLC C P Yogeeshwar and
MLAs from Dakshina Kanna-
da,Kodagudistrictsare expect-
ed to make the cut.

“Names of Sullia MLA §
Angara, Karkala MLA V Sunil
Kumar and KodaguMLAsKG
Bopaiahand AppacchuRanjan
are doing the rounds,” party
sources said.

The party hoped to address
the dissatisfaction over lack of

ministers from a few distric
which are bastions of the sz
fron party.

Central party office-beare
who handle Karnataka affai
have consented for the expa
sionand have asked Yediyura
patosend alist of namesto|
inducted as ministers. Theya
likelytobe swornin duringt
firstor second weekof Janua
sources added.



