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CD-gate: Cong refuses to give

i, Council adjourned sine

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI
@ Bengalury

THE CD-gate controversy
rocked the Council on Wednes-
day with Congress members
staging a protest in the well of
the House, demanding a discng-
sion on the issue.

Amid their protest, several
bills were passed and the House
was adjolrned sine die. As Con-
gress MLC C M Ibrahim wag
speaking, two women memberg
walked outof the haii, objecting
to the words he nused.

Soon after the Ques-
tion Hour and Calling
Attention Motion,
Chairman Basavaraj

Q

We have already

tions, as it was listed in the
ay’s business,

Not pleased with the reply,
Congress MLCs entered the
well of the House shouting slo-
gans against the government,
BJP members too indulged in
sloganeering against the Con-
gress and a commotion ensued.
The House was adjourned for
10minutes. When the House re-
convened, Congress continued
its protest. JDS members said
both the national parties are
wasting the time when several
important issues
needed to be dis-
cussed. Amid the din,
CM BS Yediyurappa
proposed several

é—I‘orath called fo:*ha g‘::zr:‘:g:::’eymd Bills, and they were
iscussion on the would allow a bassed, after which
budget. But Leader of discussion.Butit  the House was ad-
Opposition $ R Patil hasbeentwodays journed for lunch.
demanded a debate anditisan When the House
on the CD row. He importantissua.itis met again, Congress
said, “We have al- also about the MI.Cs, who were hold-
ready given a notice morality ofthe 5, ~1y¢ symbolically,
and you had said you g:t‘::;'l‘d"‘;';g :ﬁ" continued their pro-
Would a.].lo_w a discus- other proceedings  test. Ibrahim said par-
sion. But it has been and allow a ty members wanted to
two days and it is an discussion know the contents of

important issue. It is
also about the moral-
ity of the govern-
ment. You should
drop all other pro-
ceedings and allow a discussion
on the matter,” he said., Horatti,
however, said that the discus.
sion on the budget was already
listed in the day's agenda and a
debate on the CD row will be al-
lowed only after other listed
proceedings are over.

Floor leader Kota Srinivas
Poojari said there is no need to
discuss the CD row, but the gov-
ernment is ready to face ques-

SR Patil, Leader of
Oppositionin Counctl

the CD. “The CM said
the government had
1o idea about the CDs,
Why did six ministers
go to court seeking an
injunction? Chairman should
tell us what is there in the CD,”
he demanded. Among the three
women members, BJP's Tejas-
wini Gowda and Bharati Shetty,
walked out objecting to the
words used by him.

While JDS members were ab-
sent, Congress and BJP MLCs
continued to shout slogans.
Amid the din, Horatti ad-
journed the House sine die,

die
Will approach
court, seek

inquiry: Siddu
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CONGRESS is now planning to
approach court, demanding an
inquiry into the CD-gate issue
and six BJP ministers getting
an injunction from court
against publishing any incrim-
inating reports against them,
said Leader of Opposition Sid-
daramaiah on Wednesday, add-
ing that the party is consulting
legal experts.

He termed Health Minister
Dr K Sudhakar’s statement that
none of the 225 members in the
House are saints as
irresponsible.

“This unnecessarily colours
all the 225 members as black
sheep. There are women MLAs
too... Does it not insult them? If
Sudhakar is making such a
statement, it means there is a
CD on him too, and he is scared,
It also means that even Chief
Minister B § Yediyurappa is
not clean. This statement is a
breach of privilege of
the House,” Siddaramaiah
added.

He said that this year's budg-
et shows committed expendi-
ture at 102%, which means the
government has to borrow
again to pay the salaries of its
employees. “Why none of the
elected representatives, includ-
ing the chief minister, minis-
ters and all 25 MPs elected
from Karnataka, have the cour-
age to demand the state’s share?
On average, ¥2.5 lakh crore
is paid to the Centre in various
taxes. But in return, we
get ¥34,000 crore,” he pointed
out.

He said that when he was
chief minister, committed ex-
periditure was between 74 and
78%. “Why doesn’t the govern-
ment focus on reducing com-
mitted expenditure? Yediy-
urappa is only announcing
new boards and corporations
and allotting money to them,
but not focusing on develop-
ment. He did not reply to cur
questions, but only read cut a
24-page answer,” he added.



