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Sharath to join
Congress as
‘associate

member’ tod%
ENS BBengsliny 47 d\'\l

INDEPENDENT MLA from
Hoskote Sharath Bachegowda
will formally join hands with
the Congress on Thursday in
the presence of KPCC Presi-
dent DK Shivakumar.

Since there is no legal provi-
sion for an independent MLA to
join any party, Sharath will join
the Congress as an ‘associate
member’, while his supporters
and followers will take up mem-
bership of the party, said Shiva-
kumar. Sharath’s support to
Congress comes even as his fa-
ther BIN Bachegowda continues
torepresent Chikkaballapur Lok
Sabha Constituency as a Bharati-
ya Janata Party MP A former
BJP leader himself, Sharath quit
the party in 2019 to contest
Hoskote bypoll as an independ-
ent candidate after the BJP re-
fused to give him a ticket.

BJP fielded MTB Nagaraj,
who had quit the Congress-JDS
coalition government eventu-
ally, leacding to the BJP coming
to powex in Karnataka. “Since
there ar-e restrictions on an in-
dependent MLA joining any
party, Sharath will join the
Congres s as an associate mem-
ber. He wwill back the party of-
ficially. Fdis supporters will take
up mem berships,” said Shiva-
kumar wvhile speaking to re-
porters ¢>n Wednesday
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