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- Leaders deliberate on
declining values in
parliamentary system
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Legislative Assembly Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri at
athe programme in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Politicians, including Chief
Minister B.S. Yediyurappa
and Leader of the Opposi-
tion Siddaramaiah, along
with representatives from a
cross section of society on
Wednesday deliberated on
the declining values in the
parliamentary system and
possible measures to stem
the decline,

The programme, ‘an in-
trospection - preventing
the decline of parliamentary
values’, was organised by
the Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association, Kar-
nataka, in the light of sever-
al unsavoury incidents in
both Houses of the legisla-
ture, and also outside the
House, in recent times.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
that unless the electoral sys-
tem was changed, the de-
cline in parliamentary prac-
tices and values cannot be
arrested. “Earlier people
would fund elections of can-
didates. But now you have
to pay for votes. Persons
with criminal background,
economically strong, and
others have entered the
electoral fray. Elections
have become a trade or an
auction place, all of which
have changed the direction
of elections.”

He said the duration of
the legislature sessions
should be decided by the
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly and the Chairman

of the Legislative Council.
“It is not right for the go-
verninent to decide. There
is a rule that legislature ses-
sions should be held for 60
days in a year and everyone
has to adhere to it” he
added.

Ordinances

Further, he pofated that le-
gislation were being dnpe in
a hurry and without discus-
sion. Ordinances are being
promulgated in a day. “Op-
portunity has to be given for
discussion.” The tenth sche-
dule was brought to prevent
defection of legislators, but
they have found ways to cir-
cumvent it.

Earlier, Mr. Yediyurappa
said the decline was owing
to politicians thinking that
the country was there for
them. “In the pre- indepen-
dence time, politicians sa-
crificed for the country. The
parliamentary system will
succeed only when politi-
cians think towards taking
the  government pro-
grammes to the needy.”

He said it was the respon-
sibility of both ruling and
Opposition parties to see
that there were no unfortu-
nate incidents in both Hous-
es of legisiature. “We should
introspect if we are doing
enough.”

Assembly Speaker Vish-
weshwar Hegde Kageri and
Legislative Council Chair-

man Basavaraj Horatti wer;l:

present.




