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Cabinet okays
President’s rule
in Puducherry

=l T PN
CHENNAI/NEW I;Lf{ii: AL"OI'
the first time in 30 years,

the Union Territory (UT)
of Puducherry is set to be
placed under President’s
rule based on a recommen-
dation by Lt Governor Ta-
milisai Soundararajan.

No party staked claim to
form the government after
V Narayanasamy resigned
as chiefministeron Monday,
after his dispensation wasre-
ducedtoaminority,

The decision to impose
President’s rule was taken
at a meeting of the Union
Cabinet chaired hy Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Thefile has gone to Presi-
dentRam Nath Kovind, who
islikelyto give hisassent any
time. Oncethe notification s

issued, the Assembly will be |
dissolved. [
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J Tlor the first time in 30 years, the
i tiny Union Territory of Pudu-
2 cherryizalisettobeplacedunder
President’s rulebased ona recommen-
dation by Lt. Governor Tamilisai Sound-
ararajan. Noparty staked claimto form
thegovernmentafter VNarayanasamy
resigned as chief minister on Monday
afrer his dispensation plhinged inio 2
=inorisy,

The decision to impose Presidznt’s
rulein Puducherry, whichisheaded for
pollsin April-May, wastaken ata meet-
ing of the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, baced
on g recommmendation by Soundarars-
jan,who notadinherreportto the Cen-
tre that Do party in the UT was willing
toform the government.

The file has gone to Prasident Ram
Nath Kovind, who is likely to give his
assent. Once the notification is issued,
theassernbly will be dissolved.

Sources told DH that NR Congress,
theprincipal Opposition party in Pudu-
cherry, and its aliies—AIADMEK an
BJIP—refused to stake claim to form
the governrnent, whose tenure ends in
Magz.“Since the major Opposition party

CICherTy setior
resident’s rule

refusediostakeaclaim, theT-Ghadne
choice but to recornmmend President’s
rule,” a seurce said.

Thelasttimethe UT cameunder Cen-
tral rule was in 1891 for four moaths.
This is the sixth time the UTwill be un-
der President’s rule.

The development came on the eve
of Modi's much-awaited visit to Pudu-
cherryduring which hawillinaugurata
several projects for the UT. The BJP.
which hardly has zny base {n Pudo-
caerry, wants to uillise the brisf spail
of the President’s rulz 1o announce
“attracriva programimes” ahead of the
elections. '

The crisis in Poducherry was trig-
geredafier five Congressand ons DMK
MLA resignedaslegislatorsinihe past
fewweeks, bringing down the strength
crthe government.

While the Congress had the support
of 12 MLAs, the Opposition claimed
the support of 14 legisluiors, including
thresnominated memberswhoare BJP
leaders.

» The Congress has squarely blamed
the BJP for the fall of its orly govarn-
ment in South India with AICC in-
cnarge of Puducherry alleging that
Union Home Minister Armit Shah



