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“Govt ‘yet to clear ex-MLAS' medical bills

Times News NETWDRK
(L

Bengaluru: The BJP govern-
ment has not cleared medical
bills of several former MLAs
since 2013, ex-speaker KB
Koliwad claimed on Monday,
adding that the state’'s troubled
finances were behind the delay.

“My own bills are pend-
ing. T had submitted 10-11
bills, of which only one has
been cleared. When I en-
quired about the rest. offi-
cials in the assembly secre-
tariat said they didn’t have
adequate funds,” Koliwad, a

nlpr Congress functionary.
told} eporters on Monday, He
said amunber of former legis-
lators, whose medical biils
have not been settled, had dis-
cussed the issue with him.

But assembly secretary
MK Vishalakshmi rejecied
the allegatlon, saving pay-
ments for ail “genuine” ap-
plications had been made,
Pending claims are being
scrutinised for authenuc:Ly

But she clarified that there
was a delay because the asseni-
bly secretariat had been
brought under the Khajane-11

system. Under this system,
secretariat officials, afier veri-
fying claims,
submit them
to the treas-
ury, which
8l then deposits
] the amount
directly in the
beneficiary's
account,

1t is &
lengthy process due to which
there was soma dalag However
we hava ulC:lI‘Od all genuine
bills," shesaid. Kolisad, mean-
while, eriticised the delay by

speaker Vishweshwara Hegde
Kageriin providing an official
car and support staff to leader
of opposition Siddaramaiah.
“In a democracy, the opposi-
tion leader is considered a
shadow chief minister Tha
way, the opposition’s leader
post is as important as the
CM's. But Siddaramaian has
not been given a vehicle,
file is still in the speakor's
chamber,” Knoliwad claimed.
Siddaramaiah hasrequost-
ed fora new Innova Crysta, but
the speaker has asked him to
use an old Fortuner. o
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