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America will alwaysbea ‘India-US no longer just a1

loyal and fait
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TiMEs News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: In a relationship-defi-
ning speech at a packed Motera Stadi-
um on Monday, US President Donald
Trump declared that his country wo-
uld always be faithful and loyal to Tndi-
ans, and enthusiastically embraced
theentire gamut of India-US ties.

Trump’s speech signatled a strong
confluence o1 major issues of concern
toIndia. “Indiaand the US are commit-
ted to defending our people from radi-
calIslamic terrorism,” he said. “Eve-
ry nation has the right to secure and
controlled borders,” he added.

Trumyp said the US had a “very go-
od relationship with Pakistan” and
“we are working with them to crack
down on terror organisations and mili-
tants” in that country

On trade, Trump said he and PM
Narendra Modi would be making “ve-
ry very major deals” but added that

NAMOSTE TRUMP: P 6,7 & 8
EDIT: Trump at Motera: P 10
K'taka CM to attend banquet: P4

they werein the “early stagesof discus-
slon”. Modi, he wryly said, wasa “very
tough negotiator”.

Trumpdweltat length on theburge-
oning defence ties as he highlighted jo-
int military drills and sale of Ameri-
cal weapons — “the best and most fea-
red military equipiment on the planet”
— todeclare that the “US should be In-
dia’s premier defence pariner”,

pContinuedonP 8

friend’

From Bollywood to cricket,
inany references to India

!;rom bhangra and Bollywood to
L cricketers Sachin Tendulkar and
Virat Kohli, there were multiple refe-
rences to India in Trump’s speech. He
struggled with some words. and na-

© mes, such as Swami Vivekananda's™ :
"Thereference to Modi beingthesonof

a*chiwala” gota hugeroar. P7

Modi showers praise on
Trump family members

\,[ odi had glowing words for the en-
1¥ltive Trump family Trump had
worked hard to realise the American
dream, he said, and acknowledged
Melania’s “work for society”. Modi
saic e was happy to meet Ivanka and
lauded Kushner’s “ability to stay away
from limelight, yet work effectively”.
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partnership, it’s far close

Ahmedabad: India and the L€ «
“natural partnors” and their i
cooperation would plavabigrol i
termining the world's direction in
21st century. Frime Minister it
ra Modisaid here on Monday inan
precedented and unabashed pihlic
lebration of thebilateral relations
“In the 21st cenliny, whoen
alimnments, new competition. :
challenges and new cpportunitios
laying the foundation of chanye. Ir
US ties and ceoperation will piay
important role in determining
world’s direction. I firmly belicve
dia and the US are natural puriiu
We can makean effcerive contrilnn
topeace, progress and securit v ot -
in the Indo-Pacific region bt in
world asa whole,” the PM said b
crowd of over a lakh al Motera Si:
um, the world’s largest cricke! aven
Modi’s remarks came after 1S [
sident Donald Trump's speech hai
Indiaandits people whiletakingas
ny view of ties with India, Rocipre
;ing his optimism, the PM said, "1
next phase of India-liS ties is heg
ning...webelieve inalong-tern visi
bilateral economic ties ind digitai
operation will grow and wewill be
le to fulfi} our common dreams, ™
er, in remarks belore Truny sy
Modi said, “India-US velations ave
longerjust another partnershin. it

“fargreater and closer velationa iz
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PM: In defeating

years since the twe democra-
. cles gvercame “hesitations of

history” to end the long spell
of egrangement, the public
celebration of ties markedan-
. otherpeak.The advicethathe
. "should not get info a tighter

dlinch with Trump in the year

of presidential polls inthe US
. was no deterrent, as Modi
" made the throng shout “long

live India-US ties” at the be- -
ginning of his speech. The -

_continuing divergence over
tradeissues—something that
Trump alluded to by terming
Modi a “tough negotiator” —
was not adampener either.

Modi referred to Trump’s
commments on the USsleading
role against the Islamic State
terror group and said, “In de-
feating torrarism, the US and

- the.leadership of--President °

Trump have served the cause
~f himanity” He described

economic and welfare mea-
sures taken by the govern-
ment, saying India had the
biggest health - assurance
scheme in the world and it
was also working towards
accelerated financial inclu-
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sion. “Whether it is infras- -

tructure or social sector, we
are workirg on global
penchmarks,” headded.
Healso said Ihdia was the
US’s largest frading parter
anid biggest research parner.
“Pieg in defence, energy.
health and information tech-
nology..everyareaisexpand-
ing,” he said. Reciprocating
Trump’s view thata growing
US offered opportunities for
India, he said the same was
true for American invest-
ment in mdia; “The US wili
- have more opportunities ‘ag”
India’smanufacturing grows
and presents the US withnew
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