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Shivamegga/Bengaluu
Three persons were datained
anc g hishlevelprobewas or-
derad o the Blastiwhi
ledatlesstsixmen in Hunase-
duvillegeof Shiva: gadis
trict late Thursdaynight.
While threz of the dead
are micrant workers from
AP twoarafrom Bhadvavat hi .
in Shivam owa oif “ialssaid
CiM BS Yediyurapnz said
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stringent action would b
ken against i
nounced Rs 5 lakh as comy
sarionforkinof thedeceas

Home ministzr Baszav val
Bommel said cops have & stat
ned {hres
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Shivamogga: Adayafierthedssthsof fi-
ve pepnle ata stone quarry following ex-
plasion of gelarinesticks i‘lSh_'vawowa,
glaniad reproconigiiveson 7
213 )_O“" xw_LLg lO CHEC1'
f inthad
P01_ tingout thatthe b
rad &t an il zal slone 1 ;
MILC Aynur Manjunath accused officials
of cotiuding with ovmers of many such
units “Many llegal miningunitsare ope-
rational in the ares. Corrupt onficials are

SHIVIMOCGEL BLAST

to blame for the tacady Politicians are
emorgthose involvad in this illegal husi-
ness, Chilef minister BS Yedivurappa ne
¢ds ©o initiste stringent action against
those rasponsible for the tragedy 1 will
wiite to'the Prime Minister seeking his
Intervention,” Manjunath said.

Most labourms numbering in hund-
reds, axe either from neighbonring states
or fromNorth India, The illezal units are
foundmostly in Hunasoduand neighbou-
ring villages such as Bssavenaguru and
Kote Ganagevu. Most of these quarries

are situaied urc] 10k from Shive-
MOEZEa 10V, Ol Savalanss Road, a lifali-
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blastsite m{;:

ns inthedispict COW_;'LDCtLF’ShI\'EI"C!gg
to Shikaripur, the CM's constituency:
Shivamogzgs district in-cherze mini-
ster K8 Eshwarappa said illegal quarries
wereoperatinginandarotnd the vicinity
of thesifewhersthe blast happenad. “Ex-

plosives are ransported ilegally from:

these siies. I have received complainis
aboutillegalgquarries,” he said.

Former Ci HD Kumarssw:
anwhile, called on the Yedisura;

npa-led
government fo crack the whip on those
responsible. “Tha government must lo-
ok into the incident thoron shly, and put
an end to Megal mining in the area. It
must go after the big sharks, not target
thesmall figh,” theformer CM zaid.
KPCC spokesperson KB Prasanna
Rumar cemanded Eshwarappa’s resig-
nation. He alleged the invelvement of
politicians and senior government offi-
clials intheilegal mining business,

ining and geology ‘minister Mur
"gesh Nirani afer inspecting the
blasi site s2id five bodies have been reco-
rad. He said it's not cleer if the sxplo-
stance found at the sitewas

tinorsoie othermaterial put added &
alargs _Jdnm of explosivawas shippad
tothesits, “Alinerals are mined illsgely
in t.Ae and we're verfiving if the
sions Yy was operating illegally” he
said, mdel"; that ths probe will focus on
shipmentof explosives to thesite,

Authorities are piecing together evi-
dence to fizure out what led to the explo-
sion of the parked truck loaded with ex-
plosives. Locels said it heppened when
the consiznment was being unlozdad
from the fruck. Theblast eavsed damege
io buildings and civic infrastructure in
Shivamogza, Some houses developad
cracks and yoof tiles and windovpanas
shatterad. Manoj Rajan, direcior; Karna
taka State Natural Disaster Monitoring
Cenltre, said theve was no earthquake or
fremorsinthearea.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
W eetﬂd the state government is provid-
gl possible assistence to the ffectad.

Caonrgrass lazdor Rahul Gavﬂ ial=0 of
fered condolences to vietime'f

families




