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‘Cabinet expansion: The ball is

still in Yediyurappa’s court

Process delayed with | James of party old-timers yet to be finalised for inclusion

B.S. SATISH KUMAR
BENGALURU («-\
Though the delay in Cabinet
- expansion in Karnataka is at-
tributed to the busy sche-
dule of the BJP central lea-
dership, it is learnt that it is
more because of Chief Minis-
ter B.5. Yediyurappa being
unable to finalise the names
of BJP legislators to be in-
cluded in the Cabinet.

- “Both the new entrants
tothe party and the old-tim-
e;‘;"\.vill have to be inciuded
in"the Ministry. However,
the Chief Minister is yet to
finalise the names of the
old-timers to be included,”
said a source in the party’s
central unit.

Denying that the central
leadership was either too bu-
sy or reluctant to hold con-

“sultations with Mr. Yediyu-
rappa on Cabinet expansion,
the sonrce said that the top
brass would readily do so as
soon as he finalised the
names of the BJP old-timers
to be made Ministers. “The
onus on finalisation of minis-
terial probables is on the
Chief Minister. As he is yet to
complete that process, the
ball is still in his court” a
central leader said,

r\\\"L

0

thief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa was received by a host of BJp

teaders on his arrival from Davos at Kermpegowda Internaticnal
Airport in Bengaluru on Friday. =special arraNseMENT

At the same time, he ex-
pressed optimism about the
time required for finalisation
of the names, maintaining
that it would be possible to
complete the process within
the next three days, as had
been announced by the
Chief Minister.

Accommodating MLAs

Meanwhile, sources denied
reports that the party high
command had insisted upon
including only six of the 11
newly elected MLAs in the

Cabinet. “We will have to in-
clude all 1t migrants who
won in the Assembly by-
polls. However, if the Chief
Minister wants, he can con-
vince one ar two to drop
their demand for a ministe-
rial berth. The central lea-
dership is okay with includ-
ing all 11,” a source said,
while making it clear that
there was no question of ac-
commodating the defeated
defectors and those who did
not contest the polls,

The sources also made it

Wewill have to
include all 11
migrants who won
in the Assembly
bypolls, However,
if the Chief
Minister wants, he
can convince one
or two to drop
their demand for a
ministerial berth.
The central
leadership is okay
withincluding all . -
i1 legislators

A BJPCENTRAL UNIT SQURCE

C

clear that the party high
command had not instruct-
ed or insisted upon dropping
any incumbent Ministers to
remove caste and regional
linbalances. It may be noted
that the State Cabinet will
have more representatives
from the Lingayat communi-
ty and Belagavi district with
the inclusion of the newly
elected MLAs. Sources said it
was not possible to rectify
this as the party was obliged
to give representation in the
Cabinet to migrant MLAs in
recognition of their help in
government formation.
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BSY: - Ministry
expansion in
three dax a\ 5

SPEC] u_ comvspom DENT
BENGALURL
Chief Minjster B.S. Yediu-
rabpd on Fridayv said the
ministerial expansion
would happen in the next
three davs. The Chief Mi-
nister is under pressure
from leaders who switched
lovalty to the BjP and Iater
got elected to the Legisla-
[1 A\aem‘ﬂ on ue ;mx
- dler

“tThe expansion wdill
take place in the rext three
days,” Mr. Yedivurappa
told reporiars soon after
his arrival at the Kempe-
gowda Imiernational Air-
port here from Davos
where he attended the an-
nual reetdng of the World
Econemic Forum.

He denied thar the party
high command wanted the
inclusion of only six or se-
ven newly elecred MLAs in-
to the Ministry as against
all the 11 defectors from
Congress and the janata
Dal (8) who won in the re-

Iy Reld Assembly by-
But he indicated ¢hat
only the victorious defec-
tors would get ministerial
opportunity, by saying that
presently accommodating
those who had lost the
polls was not on the agen-
da.

Meanwhile, former Mi-
nisters A.H. Vishwanath
and R. Shankar, who lost
the bypolls, demanded
that even the defeated
among the migrants be ac-
commodated in Ministry.
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