Fadnavis sworn inas CM after Ajit Pawar ditches uncle
Farly moming ceremony at Raj

SHARAD VYAS
MUMBAI

In a dramatic twist to politi-
cal events in Maharashtra,
the BJP’s Devendra Fadnavis
was sworn in by Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari as the
next Chief Minister early on
Saturday morning, along
with Ajit Pawar of the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) as
his deputy.

Mr. Koshyari administered

the State. Stung by the
abrupt reversal in fortunes in
less than 24 hours after Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thacke-
ray was declared the CM-de-
signate of the Congress-NCP-
Sena formation, the Sena ap-
proached the Supreme Court
to quash the “arbitrary and
malafide actions/decisions”
of Mr. Koshyari in swearing
in Mr. Fadnavis.

shavan; BJP invokes people’s mandate, blames Shiyv Sena; NCP removes Ajit Pawar as legislature party chief

gress and Sena, distanced
himself from his nephew Ajit
Pawar’s dramatic volte-face,
saying the decision to sup-
port Mr. Fadnavis was a per-
sonal choice and not that of
the party.

Later in the day, a meeting
of 49 NCP MLAs remaved Mr.
Ajit Pawar as legislature par-
ty chief, saying his move was
not in line with the party’s

policies.
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Changing equations: Maharashtra Chief Ministe

the oath of office to the two

‘Personal decision’
leaders at a closely guarded

NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
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I Devendra Fadnavis, left, and his députy
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