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CHENNAL DHAS: Chief Minis-
ter Edappadi K Palaniswami
on Thursday managed {o
save his fragile government
as the ruling AIADMK was
leadingorhadwonin g
Assembly seats outof 22
consiituencies that wentto
by-polls.

With this, the ruling Al-
ADMK’s strength in the
234-member Tamil Nadu

- Assembly has gone up to 123,
which is five seats more than
themagic number of 118 need-
ed for a majority.

The DMK won or was lead-
ing in 13 seats at the time of
writing, which would take its
tally to 101 and the alliance’s
strength to 110. The AIAD-
MK government has survived
for now, bur the case seeking
disqualification of 11 MLAs,
including deputy chief min-

Members of the Dravida Munntra Kazhagam (DMK) ce
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voting against the Palaniswa-
mi government in February
2017 hangs like an albatross
around the dispensation's
neck.

Palaniswami's gamble of
stitching together an alliance
with PMK, which wields con-
siderable influence in nerth-
ern Tamil Nadu districts, paid
rich dividends with the party
winning in three constitu-
encies in the region - Harur,
Pappireddipazti and Sholin-
gur. ATADMK winning innine
seats made the DMK's victory
in Lok Sabha electionsa little
sourasthe Opposition party’s
dream of toppling Palaniswa-
micame crashing.

DMK'swin

However, the DMK’s win in
13 seats was also significant
since 12 of them were won by
the AIADMK in 2016 elections
- the ruling party candidates
had won many seats by over

{ebrate in Chennai on Thursday, arp

10,00¢ votes. The by-polls
were necessitated by the dis-
qualification of 18 MLLAs ow-
ing allegianceto T TV Dhina-
karan, death of three MLAs,
includingMKarunanidhi,and
resignationof a minister.

Rebel leader Dhinakaran's
AMMK suffered a major
sethack as none of the dis-
qualified MLAs made it this
time, Dhinakaranisthe lone
independent MLA in the
House.

The DMK was expecting to
win more than 15 seats which
could have placed the Edap-
padiadministrationin a pre-
carious position and helped
bring down the dispensation,
forcing early polls onthe state.

The AIADMK quickly
claimed credit for the victo-
ryin the by-polls by thanking
people for “reaffirming” that
itis the only party that has the
qualification to rule Tamil
Nadu.
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