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20K works under MLAS
funds stuckfor 2yrs
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BHARATH JOSHi
BENGALURU, DHNS

Over 20,000 works sane-
tioned under the Karnataka
Legislators Local Area Devel-
opment Scheme (KLLADS)
have not started even after a
lapseoftwoyears, compound-
ing the frustration of MLAs
who are under pressure from
their constituents.

Typically, these are works
such as construction of bus
shelters, roads, parks/play-
grounds,

Under the KLLADS, the
state government releases
Rs 2 crore to each of the 224
members of the Legislative
Assembly and 75 members
of the Legislative Council.
The elecied representatives
are free to spend the money
in their constituencies to take
up developmental works, for
whichtheyneedtopreparean
action plan,

For long, legislators have
complainedthatthe KLLADS
is fraught with bureaucratic
hassles that make it diffi-
cult to put the money to use.
MLASs are required to submit
proposals of works they want
to take up to the deputy com-
missioners.

The Covid-19 pandemic
made i worse as the govern-
ment trimmed the allocation

WORKDT
PROGRESS
@ Funds available as of

April 2020: Rs 67255 ¢r

8 Funds released in 2020-
21:Rs 296 cr

= Total availability;
Rs978.05¢r

B Money utilised between
April and December:
R5214.29¢cr

3 Unspent money;
Rs781.76cr

B8 Completed works:
12,345

B Works yetto start for
two years: 20,265

under KLLADS. Inthe 2020-
21 fiscal, between April and
December, the governmentre-
leased Rs 296 crore againstan
allocation 0f Rs 602.65 crore.

Belagavi has the highest
number of pending works at
1,692, followed by Kalaburagi
(1,523} and Raichur (1,425) --
allin north Karnataka.

At the end of December
2020, deputy commisstoners
had Rs 761.76 crore in their
accounts for the KLLADS
scheme,
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