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HC DECLINES TO QUASH LAND
DENOTIFICATION CASE AGAINST BSY

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaiuru\ ‘\,}\ by the courts in respect of the miscon-

IN a major setback to Chief Minister
B § Yedivurappa, the Karnataka High
Court on Tuesday dismissed his peti-
tion seeking to quash the criminal
proceedings pending against him un-
der Prevention of Corruption of Act.
The case relates to Yedivurappa alleg-

edly illegally denotifying several

acres of land, acquired for an IT
project, in the Varthur-White-

filed IT corridor when he
was Deputy Chief Minister
during 2006-07.

Dismissing the petition,
Justice John Michael Cun-
ha directed the Lokayukta
court tomonitor the in-
vestigation ordered

duct of public servants and MPs and
MLAs involved in the commission of
criminal offences. However, the judge
deprecated the laxity of the Lokayuk-
ta police in conducting the probe,
holding them responsible for inten-
tional and deliberate delay in probe.
“Though, at this juncture, it cannot
be said that Lokayukta police suc-
cumbed to pressure from Yediyurap-
pa, who has been holding the posi-
tion of Chief Minister, vet, being
. an independent and impartial
"+ body entrusted with the duty to
investigate into the miscon-
duct of public servants objec-
tively, they cannot give rise to
an impression in the minds of
the general public that it is

playing into the hands of the pelitical
bigwigs”, the judge said.

The counsel for Yediyurappa ar-
gued that the High Court, on October
9, 2015, had quashed the very same FIR
against former Industries minister
and Congress leader R V Deshpande.
Therefore, investigation against Yedi-
yurappa based on same FIR is illegal
and amounts to abuse of process of
court, he argued. However, the court
turned down this contention.

The Lokayukta police had taken
up investigation in to the case regis-
tered on February 21, 2015 under the
Prevention of Corruption Act, fol-
lowing an order passed by the Lokay-
ukta Court based on a private com-
plaint filed by Vasudeva Reddy, a
resident of Bellandur in the city. _
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