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20 ﬂYefs from UK. test positive*

RT-PCR tests mandatory; separate isolation unit for those found with new variant

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 3«)/

NEW DELHI A P

At least 20 passengers flying

in to India from the United

Kingdom tested positive for

COVID-19 on Fuesday as the

government issued stringent

standard operating proce-

dures (SoP), mandating RT-

PCR tests at all airports for

each traveller from the

country and isolation at a

separate institutional facility e N : . y

for positive cases in view of @ , - R . o

the new coronavirus strain, ", oL oot
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V.K. Paul said the mutation  Workers waiting for U.K. passengers at the Mumbal airport on Tuesday. =emmanyaL yosin

had so far not affected the

severity and the case fatality  had not been detected in In- veloped in India or interna-  India flights from London.
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20 passengers from
UK. test positive

Dy ©C

Six were on a flight that
landed in Delhi at 11.30 p.m.
on Monday and two on a
flight that arrived at Kolkata
on Sunday night. Four per-
sons, who landed in Ahme-
dabad, and eight persons,
including a crew member,
who reached Amritsar on
Tuesday tested positive. All
flights were direct Air India
flights from London.

“Five passengers were
found positive at the Delhi
airport. One passenger who
tock a connecting flight to
Chennai was tested there
and found positive,” an offi-
cial in Delhi said.

All incoming passengers
from U.K. were being tested,
said Dr Gauri Agarwal, of
the Genestrings Diagnostic
Center handling coronavi-
rus testing at Delhi airport.
The positive samples were
sent to the Naticnal Centre
for Disease Control for de-
tecting the new strain, she
said.

With the new guidelines,
several hundred passengers
were tested at various air-
ports. The process took ma-
ny hours, resulting in chaos
and confusion at several air-
ports, including Delhi,
Mumbai and Kolkata.

Testing and tracing

Health secretary Rajesh
Bhushan detailed the com-
prehensive guidelines not
just for those arriving from
the U.K. till the travel ban

r

comes into force at mid-
night, but also for passen-
gers who came from, or
through, the U.K. from No-
vember 25 to December 23.

Mr Bhushan said passen-
ger lists will be shared with
the States and Union Terri-
tories so that their samples
are collected for testing.
“Contact tracing will be
done in positive cases,” he
said.

He added that all passen-
gers coming from the UK.
between December 21-23
will be subjected to RT-PCR
test on arrival and in case of
a positive sample, it is re-
commended that spike
gene-based RT-PCR test
should also be performed

by an appropriate
laboratory.
Separate isolation unit

The Ministry's guidelines
mandate that if the genomic
sequencing of a pgsitive pa-
tient from UK indicates the
presence of new variant of
SARS-CoV-2, then the pa-
tient will remain in a sepa-
rate isolation unit while ne-
cessary treatment as per the
existing protocol will be
given.

International  travellers
from the U.K. who arrived in
Indiz from November 25 to
December 8, will be contact-
ed by District Surveillance
Officers and advised to self-
menitor their health.
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