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- Denotification case: HC bins

BSY’s plea to quash FIR

Deprecates Lokayukta police

over no probe for almost 4 yrs
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Minister B S Yediyurappa,

the High Court on Tuesday
dismissed his petition seeking
quashing of an FIR pertain-
ing to illegal denctification of
land.

The court also deprecated
the Lokayukta police for not
/corlducting investigation for

almost four yearswithoutthere
being any stay and directed

In fresh trouble for Chief

the Lokayukta court to keep a
watch over the investigation.

The case pertains to the de-
notification of 17.18 acres of
land acquired by KIADB for
the purpose of establishing an
infrastructure corridor in Bel-
landur, Devarabeesanahalli,
Kariyammana Agrahara and
Amanibellandur Khanevillag-
esinBengaluru.

The alleged denotification
order was issued on June 21,
2006, when Yediyurappa

was the deputy chief minis-

ter (DyCM) in the coalition
government headed by JD(S)
leader H D Kumnaraswarnty.

Senior counsel C V Nagesh,
appearing for Yediyurappa,
submitted that in respect of
the very FIR, the High Court
had quashed the FIR against
former ministerand Congress
leader RV Deshpande in Octo-
ber 2015. He saidthe investiga-
tion against Yediyurappabased
onthe very FIR wasillegal and
amounts to abuse of the pro-
cess of court.

Justice John Michael Cunha
observed that the allegations
against the petitioner are
distinet and separate. The
court said the entire com-
plaint or the FIR had not been
quashed in the petition filed by

Deshpande. The order passed
in favour of one of the accused
does not endure to the benefit
ofthe petitioner, the court said.

Theother contentionraised
by Yediyurappa was that the
order of investigation by the
Lokayukta court was bad for
non-production of sanction
under Section 197 CrPC and
Secticn 19 of the Prevention
of Corruption Act. The court,
however, said as on the date of
the order passed by the spe-
cial court, the petitioner had
ceased to hold the office of
DyCM.

K V Dhananjay, counsel for
private complainant Vasudeva
Reddy, filed a memo seeking
action against the Lokayukta
police for their failure to con-
clude the investigation. He

submitted that no stay was op-
erating insofar astheinvestiga-
tion against Yediyurappa was
concerned, from February 18,
2015 till the investigation was
stayed by the High Court on
April2, 2019.

The court said it refru. ~ed
from directing any action
against the Lokayukta police,
lest it would prejudice the in-
vestigation.

“However, the laxity in con-
ducting the investigationin the
instant case is deprecated and
theLokayukta courtisdirected
to keep watch over the inves-
tigation ordered by the crim-
inal courts in respect of the
misconduct of public servants
and MPs and MLAs involved
in the commission of criminal
offences,” the court said.




