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- BBMP wards
set to increase
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to 250

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU e,‘,'_">/.ﬁ\ A
AJoint Select Committee of
the state legislature, head-

ed by 5. Raghu, BIP MLA, set to increase g
as recommended increas- 2% - e &0
ing the Bruhat Bengaluru ey f“_ﬁ

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
wards from 198 to 250 in’
view of the increase in |
population and areas un-
der the civic body’s limits,

There is, however, no
mention of the number of
zonal divisions and in-
crease in the term of the
Mayor and the Deputy
Mayor in the report.

The committee, which
held severa] meetings, sub-
mitted its brief special re-
port to Legislative Assemb-
ly Speaker Vishweshwar
Hegde Kageri on Septem-
ber 15, and tabled the re-
port in the Assembly on
Tuesday. §

The Speaker has extend-
ed the term of the commit-
tee till Novemnber 10, 2020,
to submit its final report.

The special report re-
commended amendment
to Section 7 of the Karnata-
ka Municipal Corporation.
(KMC) Act, 1976, to enable
increasing the number of
wards to 250.

The committee was es-
tablished after 4 strong op-
position from members of
the ruling BJP when the
BBMP Bill, 2020, was ta-
bled during the budget ses-
sion of the legislature in
March.
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The amendment, which
would enable the BBMP to
come out of purview of the
KMC Act, is aimed at bring-
ing about comprehensive
change in the administra-
tion and governance of the
civic body.

The KMC Act was formu-
lated 44 years ago and
changes in the Bill are
aimed at mobilising more
taxes, ‘

The Bill states that the
KMC Act was inadequate in
administrative and structuy-
ral matters to govern Ben-
galuru as it provided limit-
ed flexibility and was a
common legisiation cater-
ing to nine smaller city
corporations.

The proposed Bill is
aimed at better coordina-
tion among civic agencies,
such as BDA, BWSSE, Bes-
com, and BBMP. It is aimed
at improving decentralisa-
tion, integration of public
participation at various le-
vels of municipal gover-
hance, and ensuring effi-
cient decision making.

Mr. Raghu told media-
persons that there was no
question of postponing
elections to the BBMP
council, he added.




