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'/Opp osition parties walk out
of both Houses of Parliament

BSP, BJD break ranks; suspended MPs end thelr sit-in but refuse to apologlse

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties boycot-
ted Parliament on Tuesday,

first walking out of the Rajya - i

Sabha in the morning and la-
ter from the Lok Sabha
around 4 p.m., protesting
against the flawed passage of
the two farm Bills in the Up-
per House on Sunday.

Meanwhile, the eight sus-
pended Rajya Sabha mem-
bers, who had staged an all
night sit-in under the Mahat-
ma Gandhi statue inside Par-
liament, ended their protest.

Parliament is expected to
adjourn sine die on Wednes-
day.

MPs from the Congress,
the Trinamoo! Congress, the
DMK, the TRS, the AAP, the
RJD, the NCP, the CPI(M), the
CPI and other smaller par-
ties boycotted the proceed-
ings in both Houses. Howev-
er, the Bahujan Samaj Party,
the Biju Janata Dal and the
Y5R Congress did net partici-
patz in the boycott. Theugh
BSP MPs did walk out oi the
Lok Sabha, they distanced
themrselves from the rest of
the Opposition. A senior
leader said the party walked
out urging the government
to make legal provisions to
implement the MSP.

In the Rajya Sabha, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Josht said the sus-
pension of the MPs could be
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No takers: Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh, rlght waiting Wlth tea for the suspended
MPs on the premises of Parliament on Tuesday morning. «pTi

revoked if they expressed re-
gret. However, this was not
accepted by the Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition

transpired in the House over

straw that broke the camel’s
back. Bills dcn't go to the
standing committee or the
select committee. [ don't ap-
prove of the fight — breaking
the microphones, standing
on the tables. But it was the
last straw,” he said.
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Kajya Sabha Deputy ‘Cha_j_r-

! man Harivansh tried to
. bring down the simmering
. tempers of Opposition MPs
- by bringing morning tea for
. the eight suspended MPs,
. who were on an all-night
i protest on the Parliament
premises.

He also later wrote a let-

| ter to President Ram Nath
© Kovind and V_i_ce-Presidenp
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Protesting MPs rebuft
Harivansh’s ‘tea-plomacy’

Ghulam Nabi Azad said no |
vne was happy with what
{ SPECIAL CORRESEONDENT

the pasc two .lays, “Day be- : %Y DELHI

fore yesterdsy was the last

Venkaiah Naidu, which was
maae public, announcing a
24-hour fast.

However, the Opposition
was none tco impressed
with Mr. Harivansh’s olive
branch, and the protesting
members refused to have
the tea on offer even as ANI
and Rajya Sabha TV cap-
tured the entire dramatic

episode.
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