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MPS’ panel looking
Into Aarogya Setu

Work must and will continue: Tharoor

SOBHANA K. NAIR ..
NEW DELHI

After several failed attempts
to organise a meeting, both
online and offling thegg._,

a@%ﬁ;ﬁm

wlogy “has started
Working —on the various
questlons of pnvacy and da-

%rﬂp

which was launched dunn,g
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Speaking to The Hindu,

‘Chairperson of the commit-
tee Shashi Tharoor said the
committee’s work “must
and will” continue, even-
though the panel members
can't meet in person or via
videoconference.

“Due to restricdons on
movement and various oth-
er functional challenges, the
physical occurrence of com-
mittee meetings is proving
to be a challenge. Despite
that, its work must and will
continue, as there are a host
of critical matters that need
to be addressed,” he said.

Forwarding questions
For now, the committee is
forwarding all the questions
raised by the miembers on
the Aarogya Setu app to the
- government and other sta-
keholders concerned. These
replies are then circulated
amongst the members for
further deliberations.

Mr. Tharoor refused to
delve into details abouy the
- deliberations but sources in-
dicated that the committee
wﬂl also look into the legali

ty of the government’s man-
cla*nry imposition of the app
on various categones of per
SODS.

“Despite the considera-
ble challenges. the current
situation imposes on us as
elected representatives, we
will continue to carry out
our duties of parliamentary

The panel has started
working on the questions of
privacy and data security.

oversight of ‘the govern-
ment, by providing a con-
structive check and balance
to the working and function-
ing of the various Ministries
under our jurisdiction,” he
said.

Budget session
The Budget Session ended
abruptly hurrying through
the debates on the Finance
Bill on March 23. Since then
no department related
standing committee has
met. Mr. Tharoor, on April
20, announced on Twitter
that the panel would meet
via videoconference. He,
was later informed by Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s of-
fice that videoconferences
cannotbe used as a medium
to hold parliamentary panel
meetings 1l the rules are’
approved by both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
since it violates the confi-
dentiality clause. ‘
After much to and fro, a
meeting was called for June.
10 at the Parliament com-

“rlex but jt had to be de-

ferred to June I7. On both’
days, the committee could
not meet because of varied
quarantine rules and travel
restrictions for out of State
travelers since most of the
members are in their res-

pective constituencies. //’



