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Rahul regrets attributing
Rafale comments to SC
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; .\ FEW DELHL DHNS: Congress
' president Rahul Gandhi on
Monday expressed his regret
before the Supreme Court far |
having attributed his Rafale !
comments to the top court,

NoBengal seat plan
for PM:Shah

Refuting speculations that
apart from Varanasi, Prime

saying those were made in

rhetorical flourish in Hindi

in the heat of hectic political

campaigning on the basis of
_ general perception, without
i having seen, read or analysed
the judgement.

Maintaining that he had no
intention to bring the court
into the pelitical arena, he
claimed his “political oppo-
nents had tried to project
" that he had deliberately and
. intentionally suggested that
* thiscourthadsaid ‘Chowlddar
Chor Hai!™

Rahul filed his response af-
ter the apex court sought his
explanation ona contempt pe-
titien filed by BJP MP Meenak-
shi Lekhi. She claimed Rahul
had incorrectly attributed to
the top court that it had said
“Chowkidar Narendra Modi
; Chor hai” (Prime Minister
i Narendra Modjisa thief) inits

i Rafalejudgementof April 10.
i The court had asked him
. to clarify, saying it had never
I made any such statement at-
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Minister Narendra Modi may
also contest from a seatin West
Bengal, BJP president Armit

Rahul Gandhi

tributed to the court.

in his response, Rahul said,
“My statement was made in
the heat of political campaign-
ing. It has been used (and
misused) by my political op-
ponents to project that I had
deliberately and intentionally
suggested that this court had
said ‘Chowkidar Chor Hail’
Nothing could be farther from
my mind.”

“Ttis also clear that no court
would ever do that and hence
the unfortunate references
(for which I express regret)
to the court order and to the
political slogan in juxtaposi-
tion in the same breath in the
heat of political campaigning
ought not to be construed as
suggesting that the court had
given any finding or conclusion

Shah on Monday said that there
was no such planso far.

on thatissue,” he said. :
Rahul also undertook that
he willnotattribute any views,
observations or findings to
the court in political address-
es to the media and in public
speeches, unless such views,
observations or findings are
recorded by the court.
However, he pointed out af-
ter theapex court’s judgement
of Decemberl4, 2018, multple
statements were made by sev-
eralministersof theruling par-
ty including Prime Minister
Narendra Mod: wherein they
claimed the top court had giv-
enthegovernmentacleanchit,
He said his statement had
been made in a purely politi-
cally context, to counter the
misinformation campaign by
senior BJP functionaries.
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