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* Qex scandal: Book Ramesh

for rape, demands Cong

SIT probing ‘conspiracy, what (‘ 4
about victim?: Siddarama »
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BENGALURU, DHNS (SIT) are focusing only on
= the ‘conspiracy’ behind the

he sex scandal alleged-
ly involving BJP lead-
er Ramesh Jarkiholi
rocked the Assembly on Mon-
daywiththeSiddaramaiah-led
Congress demanding that the
former minister be booked for
rape, which the government
did notreadily agreeto.
Siddaramaiah, theleader of
the Opposition, also demand-
ed an independent inquiry
monitored by the chief justice
of the Karnataka High Court.
“The government and the
Special Investigation Team
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scandal. But, what about the
victim? She stands humiliated
infrontofthesociety. Gravein-
justice has been caused to the
victim,” Siddaramaiah said.
“She has said that she was
used by Ramesh Jarkiholi,
for a job that she sought. This
means there was no consent,
which amounts to rape. Why
was’'t Ramesh booked under
Section 376 of the IPC,” Sid-
daramaizhasked, blaming the
police for failing in their duty
by not taking cognisance of the
woman’s video statement.,
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Leader of the Opposition
siddaramaiah makes a point
in Legislative Assembly on

on Monday.

“There are three com-
plaints: One filed by Ramesh
through ex-MLA Nagaraj,
second by the woman's father

saying she’s missing and then
bythe womanherself,” Siddar-
amaiah said.

“But an FIR has been filed.
only for Ramesh’s complaint.”

Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, however, defended
the ongoing SIT probe.

“As per guidelines, we
should first verify the authen-
ticity of the woman's video.
That's what we're doing now.
Once the video is authenticat-
ed, a casewill bebooked under
Section 376 (rape),” Bommai
said.

“But there are some contra-
dictions.” Bommai explained.

“The woman says she and
her parentsattempted suicide.
But her father’s complaintsays
she’s been kidnapped with no
mention of any suicide at-
tempt. Also, in her video, she
said she was used and that the
(sex) video was released. Will
Ramesh release hisown video

to defame himself?”

Bommaisaid that the wom-
anwasyet to be traced. “She’s
on the run. She's not coming
forward. We're ready to go
wherever she is, with a wom-
an police constable, to record
her statement and provide
protection,” he said.

The minister maintained
that the government will
punish whoever is involved.
“We're questioning Ramesh
also.”

Bommai called out the Con-
gress for not filing arape case
against H'Y Meti, who had to
resignasaministerin the then
Siddaramaiah government
under similar circumstances.
“What moralrightdoyouhave
toquestionus?”

Unhappy with Boramai's
reply, the Congress entered
the well of the House, saying

the SIT was a ploy to hush-up
the case.
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