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Despite pressure, Yediyurappa rules
out curtailing le

eolsla

re

> Sesslon

‘How do we instil confidence among people if legislators themselves fear and go back?”

o ey

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURL "

And conunerciat lockdown =

announced in nine districts,
including Bengaluru, and
pressure from many legisla-
tors to curtail the legislature
session, Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa on Sunday clar-
ified that the session would
continue till passing of the
Budget.
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“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has clarified that Parlia-
ment session will not be cur-
tailed even for a day. We
have decided to continue
with the session till the Bud-
get is passed on March 27,
the Chief Minister tokd press-
persons here on Sunday
evening. “If iegislators and
parliamentarians fear and go
back, how do we instil confi-
dence among the public at
this point in tme?” he
woncdered.

Mr. Yediyurappa’s res-
ponse came in the light of
the suggestion made hy the
former Chief Minister H.D.
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The Chief Nllnlster s response came ﬂfter former Chief
Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy seught adjournment of the
session to maintain social distancing. erucruoto

Kumaraswamy. who on Sa-
turday sought adjournment
of the session to maintain so-
cial distancing at the tiine
when COVID-19 cases are on
the rise. Earlier in the day,
Home Minister Basuvaraj
Bommai and Law and Parlia-

mentary Affairs Minister ].C.
Madhuswamy loo said the
session wonld be under way
from Monday.

Sources in the Secretariot
said that the ¢rucial discus-
sion and voting on the mo-
ney Bill was yet to be com-
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~ 3y Buring the session,
the governmiens
will be more
responsible and
accountable to the
Oppuosition as its
actions can be
guickly questioned
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pleted in both the Houses,
and that without the passage
of the Bili before March 31
regular expenditure of the
governnient would come to a
standstill. This would be cru-
cial when the State is tighting
COVID-19, sources said.

While there are other Bills
pending, sources pointed
out that in case of adjourn-
ment of the session, the go-
vernmemnt would have 10
seek a vote on account for
threc monihs so that the
State would be abie to under-
take regular expenditure,

A sitnilar situation with
respect to the passage of
Budget occurred last year
when the Janata Dal (Secu-
lar)-Congress coalition go-
verament was on the brink

lollowing which a vote on ac-
couni was passed.

While several legislators
have expressed their anxiety
about the spread of CO-
VID-19, many of them also
want the session to continue
as they feel that the State go-
vernment will be more res-
ponsible during the session.
“If the session is adjourned,
the government cannot be
questioned effectively. Dur-
ing the session, the govern-
ment will be niore responsi-
ble and accountable to the
Opposition as its actions can
be quickly questioned and it
can be forced to act responsi-
bly,” a senior Congress lead-
er said, and added that many
of them were not keen on the
the sesston’s adjournment
nor have they soughr it.

Meanwhile, the election
for the post of the Deputy
Speaker, which fell vacant
owing to the resignation of

Janata Dal (Secular) member

M. Krishna Reddy, has been
slated tor Tuesday. BJP legis-
lators Araga Jnanendra and
V. Chandrashekar Mamam
are in the race.



