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‘Ugly spat between
BJP MLA, minister

Times News NETwosm7 7

Bengaluru: The BS Yedi-
yurappa government suf-
fered embarrassment on the
first day of the monsoon as-
sembly session on Monday
after horticulture minister
KC Narayana Gowda and BJP
MLA from Kadur Belli
Prakash argued over a fund
request and nearly came to
biows. The heated exchange,
which reportedly invclved
abuses, occurred at a make-
shift lounge outside the as-
sembly hall.

Later in the day, the two
men downplayed the inci-
dent, with Prakash saying it
was just a disagreement be-
tween brothers.

Shortly after the assembly
session began, Gowda went
to the lounge for a coffee with
some of his former JD(S) col-
leagues, including Malvalli
MLA K Annadani. Prakash
joined Gowda and enguired
about funds for his constitu-
ency and transfer of officials.

After hearing Prakash's
demands, the minister re-
por tedlv said he would clear
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AT DDDS: KC Narayana Gowda
and Belli Prakash (right)

cool. There was a heated ar-
gument and abusive words
were allegedly exchanged.

Congress MLA Satish
Jarkiheli and others tried to
calm the two down, separat-
ing them. Jarkiholi pulled
Prakash away, while Annad-
ani spoke to Gowda.

After the news of the row
spread, Gowda said it was a
minor issue, “It was a very
small issue and there is no
need to blow it up. All his
files have been cleared and
I have nothing with me.
Prakash and I are party col-
leagues. He is considered a
hothead and I became upset
with his language. But it is
a very small issue. If re-
quired, Eshall bring it to the
not.ce of he chief minis-
sen” heosad
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Some politic.l analvsts
said the row showed the un-
derlying tensions among
MLAs, mostly loyalists and
new entrants. B




