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~ PM Modi says farm bills will -
end rule of powerful gangs’

Times News NETWORK, <

2170
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
kept up his offensive on op-
ponents of agriculture trade
reforms and said those were
meant to end the rule of “po-
werful gangs” which have
beenexploiting farmers.

“Powertul gangs emerged
in the country who used the
shield of existinglawstocash
in on the helplessness of far-
mersall these years. How long
could this be allowed to goon?
It was necessary to change
this system and our govern-
ment has shown these chang-
es,” he said, adding that re-
commendations of the Swa-
minathan Committee calling
for liberalisation of trade in
agricultural products had be-
en shoved into the deep free-
zer because of the resistance
of vested interests.

The PM alsorebutted the
allegation that the reforms
measures would spell the
d:smantlingof theschemeto
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The PM dismissed as a lie claims
that mandis would hecome
extinct after the reforms

Bihar and just a few hours
beforethegovernmentanno-
uncedan increase in MSPfor
Rahi crops: the near-overlap
being seen as meant to be a
refutation of the allegation
of MSP'sdemise.

Modi also said how du-
ring the coronavirus pande-
mig, record purchase of whe-
at was made from farmers
snd over Rsilakh crore was
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“uce render::d far mers cap-
tve of mandis and stressed
that they would now havethe
option to sell their produce

to anyone at any rate and
anywhere he wished to.

“Now, he has got many
more options besides the
mandicf hisarea. Now, ithe
gets more profit in the mar-
ket, then he will go to the
market and sell his crop.
Apart from mandi, if youget
a profit elsewhere, then ycu
will go there and sell, it will
be possible due to the free-
dom from all bonds,” hesaid -

The PM dismissed as lie
that mandis would become
extinet in the wake of there-
forms. “They willcontinueto
operate as usual,” he said as
heemphasised the efforts un-
der his government to impro-
vethe functioning of APMCs
with computerisation.

He szid the soon-to-be-
enacted laws started giving
benefits since being promul-
gatedasordinances and gave
the example of bulk buyers
of potatoessourcing theirre-
quirements directly from
coldstorages.

He added that ground re-
perts from Madhya ?radesh
and Fﬁ‘.?ia‘tl'-an shor ed that
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and West 3engal, far rers
had receivea15-25% morepri-
cefor pulses than last year di-
rectly hesaid.
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