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Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri greets legislators before commencing the mensoon session at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Monday | viNoD kuMarT
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haunts monsoon session

Day One sees thin attendance and safety measures at every step

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluu

VIDHANA Soudha, which
houses the legislature, wore a
sombre look on Monday. The
usual buzz and bonhomie
were missing. Everything
pointed to the fact tl 47 the
monsoon session of it e ¥Xar-
natakal egisi-ture ~as being
heid undosch. Covividne -
ow. Karnataka 1 iz rerrded
over 5 lakh positive cases.

On Day One, the sessicn
was marked by thin attend-
ance due to the pandemic and
unprecedented safety meas.
ures and restrictions. Several
ministers who had tested pos-
itive and as many as 32 MLAs
were absent. However, those
who recovered did attend the
session. :

Earlier in the day, the CM
expressed concern over fewer
legislators attending the ses-
sion due to Covid.

As many as 92 people who
underwent Covid tests on Fri-
day and Saturday have tested
positive. This includes legis-
lators, media and staff from
both the Houses, Those who
tested negative were allowed
only after the staff checked
their ne ;ative certizicate
mes:aL e Legizlators, c¥icer;
#nc the media p~reornel

e e ked Lt s tnotores
pol i pef re belng & e ved
into the House,

Many restri:tions were in
place for entry into both the
Houses at the Vidhana Soud-
ha. Checking the tempera-
fure at multi peints and keep-
ing sanitiser bottles at
various locations were part
of the safety measures. So-
cial distancing was main-

tained in both the Houses
and the seats of the members
were separated by transpar-
ent shields.

The assembly met at 11 am
and paid obituary references
to leaders and prominent per-
sonalities inclrding former
President Prans b Miukher'ee,
poet Nisca: f.hmed, Sira
MI.A P Satbraparavara ond
-y elect d Ryyy . athe
rember Afio 383t whe
died in the past ¢ix months.
Speaker Vishveshwa.a Hegde
Kageri, Chief Minister B S

- Yediyurappa, Opposition par-

ty leader Siddaramaiah,
KPCC president DX Shivaku-
mar were among those who
paid tribute to them. They
also paid homage to Covid
warriors — doctors, ASHA

When | was In hospital, neither my wife nor son was allowed
to meet me. The pandemic as of now has no medicine, we can
only take precautlonary measures. | appeal to allto follow
safety measures —Siddaramaiah, Leader of Oppositien

health workers and police —
who lost their lives fighting
against the pandemic.

During the first part of the
session, members expressed
concern over the stigma at-
tached to the pandemic.
Leader of Oppcsifion
§* ddaramaith,whoh s recov-
el ec from Covid, saie. whena
person tests poeitive, it is lika
a sucict o Wil g
ir mosnitad, n btier my wile
nor son was alowed to meet
me. The pandemiic as of 1.0w
has no medicine, we can only
take precautionary measures,
I appeal to all to follow safety
measures,” he urged.

Theerthahalli MLA Araga
Jnanendra said it is heart-
breaking that in the case of
death due to Covid, famrily
members are not able to at-
tend the funeral. “I witnessed
this recently when former
MLA Appaji Gowda died due
to Covid,” he said.
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