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/Suspended MPs stay put in p:otest

Various parties appeal to President to withhold assent to farm Bills, cite vic ...:ion of procedures

NEW DELHI
Eight Opposition Rajya Sab-
ha members suspended by

- the House earlier on Monday
" have begun an indefinite sit-

in protest within Parliament.
een as 15 non-NDA parties
have appesled tc Fresidem
Ram Nath Kovind not to give
assent to the two farm Bills
passed in the Upper House
on Sunday.

The Opposition leaders
will be marching to the Presi-
dent’s House on Tuesday.

In the resolution, the par-
ties citing Article 111 and Arti-
cle 90 of the Constitution,
have argued that the passage
of the Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce {(Pro-
moton and Facilitation} Bill,

. 2020 and the Farmers (Em-
- powerment and Protection}

Agreement on Price Assu-
rance and Farm Services Bill,
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Up in arms: The suspended RS members (sitting) along with
other members in New Delhi on Monday. -en

2020 was flawed on many ac-
counts.

The joint resolution states
that the issue raised by the
Opposition parties strike at
the very backbone of the In-
dian Republic — the com-
munity of farmers.

“Omn an issue like this, ma-
joriarian, insensitive and

uncaring governance has no
role and all stakeholders
have to listen, abserb, im-
bibe and thereafter act with
humility,” the resolution
notes.

It then goes on to raise,
several question on the pro-
cess followed to pass the bill,
including denial of vote and

not taking seuss ¢ * ' House
before exietifing . .cyond
the scheduled Sv.. 1 p.m.
It also ramsea quesuon on
lack of quorun.

‘Rammedd throw,

It accused the gov-: ament of
“Tamr 't lifdsh Lo Sowr
thy throar ot disag,. cw g .ar-
liamentartans s vwr! aow-
ing it fo be wateo ae v and

fairly by vote uy ¢ . oo™
The signatoric  ..aclude

the Comnzress, “i.vamool

Congress, ME, .- Scena,

TRS, Samayv...o. .+ ., AAD,
CPI(M), CPL, P'D o ML,
The Biju Luwa 2! JD),
which had asked - the Bills
to be sent to a sele.: rommit-
tee for further s¢ v, has
not signe:! *he ;cuizon and
neither has the E- srien da-
maj Party ' "} wiliro-
mani Akali Da!, -k h was
initially planning (v sizn the

memorandum, backed out at

the last minute because it is

still part of the NDA.
Soon after Rajya Sabha

- was adjourned for the day a

little after noon, memnbers of
the Opposition marched to
the Ga..dhi Statue on the
Peiamnmt orem- e
ing placaras ~eadiug “be-
mocracy snurdered”, “We
wili fight for the farmers”
and held a silent protest.
Derek O'Brien {Trinamool
Congress), Sanjay Singh

CET,

(AAP), Rajeev Satav (Con-

gress), Syed Naseer Hussain
(Congress), Ripun Bora (Con-
gress), K.K. Ragesh (CPI(M)),
Elamaram Kareem (CPI(M))
and Dola Sen (TMQC) re-
mained seated in a night-
long dharna. Lawmakers
from all the parties that had
signed the memorandum to
the President were also pre-

sent. /



