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Several MLAs, MLCs

skip proceedings

ol

BENGALURL DHNS

hiny 1ace shields, blue
S gloves .adasmall bottle of
han. _anitizer welcomed
legislators »t the Legislative
Assembly ~n Monday when
the monsoon reesion started
amid the Cavid 19 pandemic.
The welcome kit, compris-
ingthes tireeitems, was man-
datory fur Legislators to use.
Morethan 50 MLAs have been
infectedwith Covid-19, because
of which there was spare at-
tendance in the Assembly hall.
Glass shields amached to the
seats separnted the members,
wha were 1nade to keep one
seatvacant in between them,.
Asper convention, obituary
references were made to per-
sonalitie: fr.ra various walks
of life who passed away in the
recent months. tnvariably, this
provided a platiorm for mem-

bers to narrate their Covid-19
experiences.

“Covid-19 is a dangerous
disease,”said Leader of the Op-
position Siddaramaiah, who
recovered from the infection
recently. “Those who haven't
been infected should keep it
that way. Those who get it face
social boycott,” he said, citing
how he could not meet his wife
and sonwhen he was infected.

Underlining the importance
ofwearing a mask, maintaining
distance and using hand sani-
tizer, Siddaramaiah pointed at
his party colleague D K Shiva-
kumar, who was infected with
Covid-19recently,

“Look at Shivakumar. He's
become careful only after get-
ting infected. Before that, he’d
not care when we'd teil him to
wear amask,” he said.

Obituary references were
made to 16 people, includ-

%

Chief Minister B Yediyurappa speaks in the Legislative

Assembly on Monday.

ing former president Pra-
nab Mukherjee, Sira MLA B
Sathyanarayana, former union
minister M V Rajashekharan,
Rajya Sabha member Ashok
Gasti, former MLAM J Appaii
Gowda among others.
“Everyday, I prayto God that
nobody should die of Covid-19,”
BJP’s Araga Jnanendra said,
remembering former Bhad-
ravathi MLA Appaji Gowda.
“I was infected with Covid-19
around the same time Gowda
was. I knew him well. Those
who knew him couldn't even
attend his funeral” he said,
The obituary motion also
included a reference to the 20
Indian soldiers martyred at

Gulwan valley, Covid-19 warri-
ors and victims, and those who
lost their life during the recent
floods.

Proceedingsofthe Assembly
were adjourned post noon to
mark the demise of Sira legis-
lator B Sathyanarayana, who
passed away in August. It will
convene at 10 amon Tuesday,

In the Legislative Coun-
cil, leader of the House Kota
Sreenivasa Poojary and Oppo-
sitionleader SR Patil condoled
the demise of BJP MP Ashok
Gasti. “It was indeed motivat-
ing to see a grassroots party
worker elevated to the position
of the MP,” both Patil and Poo-
jaryremarked.

- Covid clouds Assembly session:
members share

virus travails

Minister, BJP MLA 5sht
in%idhana Soudba lounge

Municipal A”ministration
Minister K¢ N=rayana
Gowdaand v #'sKadur
legislator Buut Prakash
“aliziosloan . L iows at
the Vi.ll.una Svughaas the
two had 5 vl duel on
Monday

The incident tookplace
atthe makes!ustt lounge on
the first floc: - i the Vidha-
na Soudnu, j..si before
the sasto ftl.o s embly
5€S551us.

Those, vt = wis essed
thexpn, sei Lo laand
Prakach “z'~~t cameto
blows" befor ~+1er
legislatorsi: +. reenedto
separate they:. :

Accord 1g iu searces,
Prakasa compiuned that
Gowdawasicat: ssible
OVET &M ¥ oo rtain-
ingtobisKz - onstit-
uency. “Prak-~" zot the
chiefministc~-»signon
aconstituencv-related
filethontwn sr fer ddto

Gowia Fr further action.
But, Prakash complained
that Gowda w< dilly-dally-
ing and gave excuses to say
he was busy. T*:sTed toan
argument betv.cen them,”
itsource said.

Gowd. ., whe .5 with
the JD{SYhafore he
fumped stuptc the BJp
:and became a minister,
played down !is spat with
Prakash. “l objected to his
useofaparticl a1 word
that wasinappropriate,”
tyowda told repu.ters.
‘Thereare rules becanse
of whic fil.szre delayed
sometimes. It'snota big
issue.T et'scle : 1his”

Prakash, too, said it was
“justabrother v irght.”

Theincident wasscen
asamantfostati. s of the
disgruntlement among
asecti>n¢izhe ruling
BJPMLAsover the style
of functioning »f some
Isiers.



