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/ Members as numbers
,);, ~#  TheRajya Sabha js losing its sheep ,
/é\ o> asan exalted forum for scholarly debate

A The ruling BJP now has 86 members in the Rajya

After the elections Were announced, eight Congregs
MLAs lef; the Party in Gujarat, and enabled the victory
of an exira BJP candidate to the Rajya Sabha. 1n Rajas-
than, the party fielded two candidates though it had the
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«current leadership, has demonstrated ap aversion to
deliberations of all types, and the Rajya Sabha has been
a particuiar target. In 3 country as vast and diverse as
India, deliberations are critigal. The government has ar-
bitrarily labelled bills as motiey bills to bypass scrutiny
and passing by the Rajya Sabha. And some pieces of Jg;
gislation with far-reaching effect on the country - to
change the statyg of Jammu and Kashmir, for instance —
have been pushed through both Houges, In such a sce-
nario, it is imperative that members work across partv
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