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BBMP Bill unlikely to be tabled in this sessmn

BENGALURU

The much-dis ssed Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) Bill is unlikely to
be tabled in the State legisla-
ture during the session start-
ing from Monday. P.R. Ra-
mesh, MLC and member of
the Select Committee consti-
tuted to finalise the Bill, told
The Hindu that discussions
and deliberations were far
from over.

SPECIAL CORRESPOND?{)/

That apart, some of the

provisions proposed in the
Bill were contrary to those
under the 74th Amendment
of the Constitution. “We
have pointed out some gross
viclations and mistakes in
the Bill. These have to be ex-
ammecl legally to ensure
- there are no ramifications la-

The term of the BBMP council
ended on September 10,

ter,” said Mr. Ramesh.

Some of the provisions
that have been questioned
are the appointment of zonal
commissioners to head the
zonal committees as well as
appointment of social work-
ers as nominated council-
lors. The former Mayor
claimed that appointment of
zonal commissioners defeats
the purpose of local self-go-

~vernment. He also stated
that the chairman of the zo-
nal committee should ideally
be a council member and vo-
ter in the council. “A bureau-
crat cannot head the zonal
committee.”

The Speaker had extend-
ed the term of the Select
Committee, he said, and ad-
ded that members were of
the opinion that public con-
sultations must be held.
“The committee has agreed
to have public consultations.
The Bill may be notified for
the same by the committee
shortly,” he said. Retired bu-
reatcrats, nen-governmen-
ta] agencies, and residents’
welfare associations must be
allowed to give their views
on the proposed Bill, he ad-
ded. The committee is exa-

mining all sections and pro-
visions of the proposed Bill,
keeping in mind the existing
problems in the city, espe-
cially lack of coordination
among the various civic
agencies. “We are also look-
ing at improving multi-level
participation, strengthening
ward committees... all this to
preserve the city’s brand glo-
bally and within the coun-
try,” he said.

Despite repeated at-
tempts, chairperson of the
committee 5. Raghu was not
available for comment. Inci-
dentally, it was Mr. Raghu
who had earlier said that the
committee would table the
Bill in the Assembly in the
next session.The term of the
BBMP council ended on Sep-
tember 10,



