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turn to power. Indications are
that Shivraj Singh Chouhan
could be back as chief minis-
ter forafourth time. Chouhan
is the front runner for the
past, though BJPleader Gopal
Bhargava said the high com-

mandwiildecideonthename.
 Instead of facing aninevita-
ble defeatin the Assembly, the
Cid chose 1o fender his resig-
natontothe Governorailom.
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Curtains came down on the
political drama in Madhya
Pradesh, with Chief Minis-
ter Kamal Nath resigning on
Friday merning at a press
conference, hours before
the floor test deadline set by
iheSupreme Colwz, ~ .
The collapse of the
l5-montn-pld Math govern-

Kamal Math

mment, riggered by tne resig-
nations of 22 Congress ML As,
pavesthewsyiorthe BIPtore-

'
i
;
i

-

=

viamal Maih, from Paze 1

&L 2uls e
Beforethat, Nathaddressed
the media at his residence,
where he spoke about his gov-
enment’s achievements and

nation of BJP? MLA Sharad
Kol. He had also accepted the
resignation of 16 rebel ML As
hoursafterthe Supreme Court
directed the Nath government
toundergoafloor test by 5 pm

two BSP and one Samajwadi
Party. The BJP needs to win
at least 10 seats in the bypolls
to maintain majority in the
House, Hailing the fall of the
government, BJP leader Jyoti-

3 when the senior Congress
leader accused the BJP of
horse-trading. Healleged that
Rs 25-35 crore was being of-
fered to MLASsto switch sides.

Four MLAs, including anin-

lambasted the BJP for buying  onFriday. L raditya Scindia, who orches-  dependent, went missing the
hisMLASsto topple the govern- Six ministers’ resignations  trated the defection, said itis next daybutthe governiment’s
ment. -

“The people of Madhya

were accepted four days ago.
Twoseats were already vacant

Pradesh will never forgive the “duetothe death of aBIPanda

BJPfortheconspiratorialman-

cratically-¢lected govérnment
exjoying majority withinduce-
ments andthreats,” he said. -

Before Nath's press meer,
Speaker N P Prajapati an-

nounced accepting the resis-

Congress MLA.

+|-nerinwhielrttoppleda demo-——Thus:a-total 25 seats in the —this path2he tweeted
230-strong ‘Assembly have '

fallen vacant. The BJP has the
supportof 106 MLAs whilethe
Congress strength has been
reduced to 92. Among other
MLAs are four independents,

avictory of the state’s pecple.
“Politics should be a means

toservethe peoplebutthestate

government had strayed from

Chouhan tweeted, “Truth
has trivinphed”, which forced
the MP Congress to retort,
“BJP wins, peopleloge.”

- Troublesforthe KamalNath
government began on March

crisis managers could bring -
them into the party fold. How- - |
ever, beforeawaryKamalNath -
could heave a sigh of relief, 19 *
MIAs owing alliance to-Jyoti- -
raditya went incommunicado.

‘When they were traced to
Bengaluru, Jyotiraditya. re-
signed from the Congress and
joined the BJP, deepening the
crisis for the government.




