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2+ A aking a strong pitch
l dor ‘development’
than retaining forest

cover amidst debate aver cli-
mate change, the state gov-
ernment on Friday gave its
nodfor the controversial Hub-
balli-Ankola Railway project
worth Rs 3,743 crore,

With the approval, Kar-.
nataka is all set to loge about

versity-rich Western GHats
of Uttara Kannada district.
Surprisingly, the government
clearedthe projectreportady -
basedon thereport by the sci-
entists of the Indian Institute
of Science (USc). )
Ironically, the same scien-
tists, using advanced tech-
nigues, had cautioned abhout
thefrequent degradation and
rapid change in the land use

pattern in the forest-rich Us-
tara Kannada distrier,
Determined tg clear the
project, which was previousy
rejected by several statuory
bodies, including SC-appoint-
ed Central Empaowered Com-
mittee, the state government
had corivened the State Wild-
life Board meeting on Friday.
Much to the surprise of many,
the Wildlife Board, in the ab-
- Senceofseveral of irsmemisers,

including the Forest minister
_ L1.78 lakh trees in the biodi-.

ject. Actordingto sources, only
five out of the 13 members of
the Wildlife Board were pres-
€nt during the meeting and
‘there were mare non-menm-
‘bersduring themeeting,
“Despite the members ap-
prising CM B § Yediyurappa
oftheirreparableloss andeco-
-logical damage to the region,
BSY reportedly replied to the
members, “Alh of you have

b |

nand Singh:cleaied the pro= ki

givenyouzopinionaﬂde:cpia- ;
nation, But lsaders from the
North Karzataka have besn
telling thar iae projeciwould
elp develop the region, Ler's
send it tothe Centre and they
willlool iizto 17 The mesting
wis etiended by Comimeres
and Iadusiries minisrer Jag-
adish Sheitas, Labour and
Sugar minister Shivaram .
Hebbaz, former minister RV =
Deshpandeamong others.
Sourcesrevealed thatthose
Present in the meeting point-
edatHScreponwhi]epﬂshing o
fortheprojecte\rena_‘smajority
membersappealedts CM that
itwould affectrainfal] pattern,
inflowintorivers intheregion,

besides Jjeapardizing the wiid-

life, The projest, spanningl68
m,3S0nly a Step Tway from -
achieving a reality, Following
the approval, the Prime Minis.
ter headed National Board for
Wildlife {NBWL) will take up
the projeciforapproval. -
It's double whammy for the
conservationistsof Karnataka
ina weelk’s ime. First they lost
& pitchech-battle to safeguard
the Banmerghatta National
Parkafterits eco-sensitivezane:.
vasreduced byover 100sqken




