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arnataka to t_]; in innovation,

shows NITI Aayog index

Maharashtra races pals/TN to occupy the second position

NEW DELHI N

Karnataka retained its lea-
dership position in the ma-
jor States category in the se-
cond edition of
Innovation Index released
by NITI Aayog on
Wednesday.

It was followed by Maha-
rashtra, which moved past
Tamil Nadu to occupy the se-
cond place.

Other States in the top 10
are Telangana, Kerala, Ha-
ryana, Andhra Pradesh, Guj-
arat, Uttar Pradesh and Pun-
jab. Barring Maharashtra, all
other States in the top five
are in the south.

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh
and Bihar scored the lowest
on the index, which put
thern at the bottom in the

“major States” category.
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1 Rank L Mior stafien]  Score

1 | Karnataka 425

: performers 2 Maharashtra 38.03
* Fourofthe five, 3

- highest scaring major 3 | Tamil Nadu 3?.91

+ States in the India B 4 | Telangana 33.23

Innovation Index are . .

from the south g 5 |Kerala 30.58

- . 6 | Haryana 25.81

7 | Andhra Pradesh 2418

8 | Gujarat 23.63

9 Uttar Pradesh 22.85

10 | Punjab 22.54

“Karnataka’s rank is at-
tributable to its substantive
number of venture capital
deals, registered Geographi-
cal Indications and informa-
tion and communications
technology exports. Its high
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDD) inflow has also en-
hanced the innovation capa-

bilities of the State,” the go-
vernment think-tank said.

With the pandemic trig-
gering an economic shut-
dowm, the role of innovation
to revitalise the econcmy
has never been more impor-
tant, it added.
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Delhi topped among nion
Territories, and Himachal
Pradesh among North-East-
ern and Hill States.

The India Innovation In-
dex, Niti Aayog said, aims to
create an extensive frame-
work for a continual evaluar
tion of India’s innovation e
vironment.

The index aims 0 rank
srates and UTs based on
their scores, recognise op-
portunities and challenges;
and assist in tailoring g0~
vernment policies 10 foster
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innovation.

“The India Innovation In-
dex will create synergies
between different stakehol-
ders in the innovation eco-
system, thus enabling India
to shift to competitive good
govemance,” Niti  Aaycg
Vice-Chajrman Rajiv Kumat
gaid. The India Innovation
Report also pointed out that
the best practices observed
within the States should of-
ten be documented and dis-
seminated 10 enCourage
peer-to-peer learning.
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