FRERT QE X3, Todnegme more todesme Toal
HARNATAKA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, RESEARCH AND REFERENCE BRANCH

J&FT Brownd
PAPER CLIPPIN

2R

. e
383 / ORD : DEPARTMENT / SUBJECT: Q\W‘f il \A\

380D BIWL : NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER: <1} e k L n

b

8Te0%

N O material to transfer cases
against Munirathna to CBI: HC

Court directs State police chief to nominate senior police

officer to supervise

N
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT e
BENGALURU N

Observing that there is no
material at this stage to
transfer criminal cases
against Munirathna, Rajara-
jeshwarinagar MLA, to an in-
dependent agency, the Kar-
nataka Hi ourt
Wednesday directed the
State police chief to desig-
nate a senior police officer to
supervise further investiga-
tion being carried out
against him in two cases of
alleged illegalities during As-
sembly elections in May
2018,

A Division Bench com-
prising Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice
Sachin Shankar Magadum
passed the order while dis-
posing a PIL petition, filed in
February 2020 by Anand Ku-
mar N. and Santosh Kumar
G., sympathisers of BJP and
residents of Bengaluru city.

The Bench passed the or-
der after going through a re-
port, submitted by Addition-
al Commissioner of Police
(East zone, Bengaluru city).
The court on November 11
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Munirathna,
Rajarajeshwarinagar MLA

had directed the State police
chief to examine correctness
of conducting probe against
the MLA by appointing a se-
nior police officer.

Under progress

The report, the Bench not-
ed, had pointed out certain
lacunae in the investigations
carried out earlier, and clari-
fied that some of them have
been remedied and some
would be correct during the
course of further investiga-
tion, which is under pro-

gress.
The Bench also noticed

fur‘tper probe against the MLA

from the report that the Ad-
ditional Commissioner had
dealt with the allegations
made in the petitions be-
sides hearing them. The
Bench took note of the re-
mark made in the report
that the petitioners and
some other witnesses were
not cooperating with the
probe. However, the Bench
said that investigating offic-
ers, while conducting furth-
er probe, are required to
bear in mind the allegations
made in the petitions.

Also, the Bench said it
cannot go into the merits of
the probe while observing
that the court cannot take
petitioners” allegation on
face value as there could be
political rivalry between
them and the MLA.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) had several
months ago shown its unwil-
lingness to take up the inves-
tigation of the two cases, the
Bench noted, while stating
no case had been made to
transfer the probe to an in-
dependent agency like the
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