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RRNagar voter ID scandal: HC saysno
materlalavallable to orderCBl probe

BENGALURU,JJHNS}
=i g
The high court on Wednes-
day disposed of a PTI. petition
that sought a CBI investiga-
tion into the alleged voter ID
scam during the 2018 assem-
bly election involving RR Na-
gar legislator NMunirathna.

A division bench head-
ed by Chief Justice Abhay
Shreeniwas Oka perused the
report filed by the additional
commissioner of police (east)
which stated that further in-
vestigationisunderwayin the
two cases registered over the
scarn.

In May2018, FIRs werereg-
istered at the Jalahalli police
station after a large number
of voter ID cards were found
atanapartmentin Sharadam-
baNagarunderthe RR Nagar
assembly constituency.

The PIL petition was filed
by N Anand Kumar and G
SanthoshKumar, both claim-
ing to be BJP sympathisers.

LU A

4 ed out that the additional

cominissioner of police had

i found certain lacunae in the

investigation, some of which
have already been remedied

| while otherswill be addressed

g during further investigation.

Thereportnoted thatsome
ofthe witnesses, including the

R" Y petitioners, did notcooperate

VoterlD cards selzed durlng
the RR Nagar Assembly
electionin 2018.0HFILE

Munirathna was with the
Congress at the time but
joined the BJP later and con-
tested on the party symbol in
theby-election lastyear, which
hewon.

Thebenchnoted that while
the CBiis unwilling to invest-
gate the case, the report filed
by the police suggests there
is no material to transfer

the probe. The court point-

d in the investigation, “There
g are several allegations made
2 inthewrit petition. We cannot

take allegations made in the
petition foritsface value ases-
sentially it appears to us that
there may be a political rival-
ry between the petitionerand
the 5th resp (Munirathna),
The investigating officers will
have to bear in ind the alle-
gations made by the petition-
ers. However, the petitioners
also will have to cooperate
with the investigators,” the
court said and directed the
state police chief to nominate
asenior officer tomonitor the
investigation.
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