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I\?eidda elected
unopposed as
BJP president

Tk =i oo
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH[

Former Union Minister J.p.
Nadda was on Monday
elected unopposed as the
BIP’s nationa] president,
making him the 11th party
chief,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who wag at the
party headquarters to felic-
itate Mr. Nadda, 39, on his
election, called him an
“outstanding karyakarta
[party worker]”. ;

Mr. Modji said the event
reflected the party’s long-
time policy of promoting
workers vertically while ey,
panding the party horizon.
tally across the country;,
“That is the reason why
Eeneration after generg.
tionn, we have leaders to
take the party forward ”
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idla, a steady rise to

the 1455

tie cut his reeth in the ABVP and in Himachal Pradesh before shitting ro Delhi
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For J.P. Nadda, 53, being
elected as the 11¥ president
of the BiP taps off a steady
rise from student politics in
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), the student
wing of the RSS, to State pol-
itics in Himachal Pradesh
and then an important stint
in national politics since
2010.

M. Nadda, born to Krisk-
naand Narein Lail Nadds, on
Decamer 2, 1950, did his
schooling at 5t Havier’s, Pat-
04, and gradiated {tom Pat-
fa College, Patna University.

Fe joined the ABVP in Pat-
na and continued the asso-
ciation when he and his fa-
mily moved back to their
native Himachal Pradesh af-
ter his father retired from
Patna University.

Student union chief

Here, Mr. Nadda joined Hi-
machal Pradesh University,
Shimia, for a law degree and
remained active in siudent
politics, becoming the frst
ABVP president of the stu-

LS

dents’ union there,

His organisational skills
were recognised, and he was
ade the ABVP’s crganisa-
tional general sacretary in
Delhi between (985 and
1989,

Those were heady days
for pot just the student
movement but also for e
BJP, which was coming out
of its bad performance in the
1885 Lok Sabha election and
raising the pitch for a Ram
temple in Ayadhya, '

Mr. Nadda’s stint in Delhi
helped him fight his first Ag-

th : Prime Minister Narendra Modi with J, P Nadda
nd Homa Minister Amit Shal,

4SUSHIL KUMAR VERMIA

sembly elecidon i 1993, In
all, hie has won in thres As-
sembly elections, and has
been a Minister twice in the
Himachal Pradesh
government.

However, it was in 2010,
when Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari was the BJp Dresi-
dent, that he got his big
break in the organisation,
Mr. Gadkari first made him
national generai secretary
and then got him elected to
the Rajya Sabha in 2012.

He was made a Minister in
the first Narendra Modi £0-

Vernment, but returned to
organisational work in the
second. Hisrele as Uttar Pra-
desh in-charge for the 2019
election was much appre-
clared, and he managed to
carve out a valued, trusiwor-
thy space for himself in the
Narendra Modi-Amit Shah
equation soon.

This resulted in his being
made the BiP’s first working
president in Junz 2018, the
undersianding being chat he
would be made president
once Mr. Shak's tenure epnd-
ed.

For Mr. Nadda, ot only i
the role of the third wheel in
the Modi-Shah equation go-
ing to be a tightrope walk but
will also be tough o follow in
the footsteps of Mr. Shah,
whose control over the or-
ganisation and meticulous
electoral planning have ac-
quired legendary propor-
tions. The fact that he faces
two tough elections imnye-
diately after taking over, in
Delhi and Bihar, is signifi-
cant. The BJP hepes his te-
nure will be as simooth as his
tise to the top post.



