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Covid scare: Heuse may

see thinner attendance Xz
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THE Covid-19 pandemic is
likely to cast its shadow over
the proceedings of the state
* legislature, which begins on
Monday, with many minis-
ters and legislators testing
positive for the
coronavirus.

Just two days
ahead, Deputy Chief
Minister Dr C N Ash-
wath Narayan tested
positive on Saturday.
Many senior legislators
may also not attend the ses-
sion owing to health
concerns.

All the ministers and legis-
lators will have to take a Cov-

id test before they can attend
the session. Ashwanth
Narayan, who took test on
Saturday, said he is asympto-
matic and will be under
home isolation.
In the last 15 days, six
ministers have tested posi-
tive for Covid-19. This
apart, at least 15
MLAs of different
parties have caught
the virus since Au-
gust-end. With six
of his ministers out
of action, Chief Minis-
ter B § Yediyurappa was ad-
vised to assign the task of
answering questions, relat-
ed to those ministries, to, |~

other ministers. //P/;/
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“Though many are not Covid +ve,

some may

skip session due to fear’
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LABOUR Minister Shivaram
Hebbar, Animal Husbandry
Minister Frabhu Cravan.
Home Flir.ster Ersavare:
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Minister Byrati Basavaraj,
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urJlergoing, tre «me: t, are
unlikely to atter:d the session,
either for the first few days,
or completely,

Lawmakers who have con-
tracted the virus in last few
days include HD Kote MLA
Anil Kumar, Hunsur MLA
Manjunath, Mahadev (Periya-
patna), Umanath Kotian
(Mcodbidri), 8 Angara(Sulia),

Ravindranath (Davanagere
North), H D Revanna (Hole-
narasipur), Shivalinge Gowda
(Arasikere), Subhash Gutte-
“ar (A'ani) end Priyark
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“Tooough oaanys of them are
not Covid-positive, some inay
skip the session due to fear, In
the last few months, at least
50 to 60 legislators, including
Chief Minister B § Yedi-
yurappa, had tested positive.
We will get the number only
on Monday,”’ the sources said.

Earlier; Health Minister B
Sriramulu, Kannada and Cul-

ture Minister CT Ravi, Forest
Minister Anand Singh, Coop-
eratives Minister § T So-
mashekar, Agriculture Minis-
ter 3 C Patil, Rural
D ve »prrenteaid 2ar he vath
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pa, Women and Child Devel-
S~ Ty T- aw The Rilegla
B PG ST L e il 8T @
and Lhave recov: red fror: th s
infection. Opposition leader
Siddaramaiah and KPCC
president D K Shivakumar
too had tested positive and
have recovered.

Apart from elected repre-
sentatives, five to six staffers
in the Secretariat, who are sup-
posed to work inside the hall,
have tested positive on Friday.
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