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RS passeshill to
punish those attacking
healthcare wo ker§0

Q
NEW DELHI, DHNS: Rajyd Sabha oh Satur-
day passed am;ovid.ing forup to seven
years jail for those attacling doctors and
healthcare workers involved in the fight
against Covid-19 or any instance similar to
the current pandemic.

The Epidemic Diseases (Amendment)
Bill, 2020, to replace an ordinance issued
onApril 22 attracted support from all guar-
ters though demands were raised to bring
sanitary staff, ASHA workers and Covid-19
warriors in emergency services like police.

Thegovernment had promulgated theor-
dinance amid rising incidenits of attack on
doctors and healthcare workers amid the
pandernic. Ithad aimed tomake such attzcks
a non-bailable offence with provisions of a
penaltyand ajail termof up toseven years.

Under the Bill, the commission or abet-
mentofsuchviclencewillbe punishable with
imprisonmentfor atermofthreemonthsto
fiveyears, and with a fine of Rs50,000 toRs
two laldh. In case of causing grievous hurt,
the imprisonment shall be for a term of six
months to seven years and with a fine of Rs
1,00,0001t0Rs 5,00,000.

Moving a statutory resolution opposing
the issuance of the ordinance, CPI Parlia-
mentzry Purtylea-lor 8oy Vishwamhigi
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