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Assembly
discusses working
 of judiciary

Nobody tatks
about corruptionin
judiciary; Shettar

————

BENGALURU, DHN
20]212
heLegislative Assembly
on Friday expressed
concerns over the func-
Honing ofand “corruption”in
the judiciary,

This discussion was trig-
gered after former Speaker
K R Ramesh Kumar raised
questions on “judicial activ-
ism”during the debate onthe
2021-22 Budget.

“Judiciary is fiercely inde-
pendent, but is also tyranni-
cal sometimes,” Kumar said.
“The lamp of justice is wa-
vering and there are fears it
would go off”

Industries Minister Jaga-
dish Shettar raised the issue
of corruption, “Nobody tatks
about corruption in the judi-
ciary. If someone does, there
will be contempt,” said Shet-
tar, a former chief minister
and Speaker. “Many retired
chief justices of India have
noted that more than 50% of
the judiciary is corrupt” he
said, adding that there would

be “anarchy” if the judici-
ary went awry.

Another former Speaker
K G Bopaiah pointed to the
difference of views on justice
delivery itself. “It is said that
justice delayed is justice de-
nied. But, judges themselves
say ‘justice hurried is jus-
tice buried’. What does that
mean?” he asked.

He also raised the ques-
tion of supremacy. “There is
a legislature or Parliarnent...
whereis the provisiontoover-
ride them? We have the privi-
legetospeakhere, butIwon't
be surprised if the legislature
isalsoheldin contempt in the
coming days.”

Heraised theissueoftheju-
diciary’s attempttocurtail the
Speaker’s power with respect
to the anti-defection law.

Senior JD(S) MLA AT
Ramaswamy asked if judges
wereabove the law, “The hon-
ourable High Court and Su-
preme Court judges aren't
governmentemployees. They
are Constitutional represent-
atives. Butaretheyabovelaw?
No action was taken even
after 84 High Court and Su-
preme Court judges got sites
under Judicial Employees
Housing Co-operative Soci-
ety, of which they can’t even
become members,” he said.
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Shivalinge Gowda underlined
theneedtointrospect. “Nobody
in this world comes from de-
valoka, be it judges or us,”
Gowdasaid.

BJPMLA AragaJnanendra
complained that the judiciary
treated legislators like crimi-
nals. “For the court opening
ceremony in my village, they
don't want me sitting next to
them. We pass their budget,
so we are supreme. But how
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are they treating the legisla-
ture?” he said.

Law Minister Basavaraj
Bommai opined that the leg-
islature, executive and judici-

ary have been repeatediy put
to test in the 72-year journey
of democracy. “Laws are ;
ambiguous and interpreted |

differently. If we correct this

(ambiguity), interference will -

reduce,"hesaid. “Butiftheleg-
islature doesn’t addressit and
thejudiciaryexceedsits limits,
we have to take measures for
electoral or judicial reforms.”
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