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CM Jagan moves to
scrap upper House
as TDP rejects bills

Gopl.!)ara@tlmesgroup.com

Vijayawada: . Andhra
Pradesh CM ¥S Jaganmo-
¢ han Reddy has decided to
i scrapthe legislative coun-
cil, for which he has re.
poitedly told the law de-
pariment to prepare 2
draftbill. Jagan has taken
the dacision to abolish the
: upper house after TDP re-
i Jected the bills passed by
: theleg;s]atweassembb
The bill is likely to be
tabledin the assembly ses-
sion beginning on Mon.
day. TDP has ahsolute ma-
jority in the 58-member
legisiative council, and it
had rejected bilis related
to the introduction of En-
glish as medium of in-
struetion at government
schools in the winter ses-
sicn heid in December,
As there is no scope of
YSR Congress getting ma-
jority in the near future to
getthebills passed smooth-
Iy Jagan has decided to
abolish the council. The
law department has al-
ready prepared a draft bill,
and sent it to the chisf min-
ister for consideration on
Sunday evening.
This would be the sec-
ond time that the AP legis-
lative council is being abol-
ished. It wasfirstabolished
in 1985, when TDP had
come to power and Con-
¢ gress had majority in the

council. Former CM K Re-
¢ salah was the leader of the
i house then, and Congress
! gave a lough time to the
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TDP government headed
by NT Rama Rao. However,
the couneil was restored in
2007, by Jagan's father and
then CM, late YS Rajasek-
har Reddy, before going for
the2009general election.
Though YSR Congress
has absolute majority in

the legislative assembly —-

151 of 175 members — it is
finding it tough to get bills
passed by legislative coun-

¢il. TDB led by senior poli-

tician Yanamala Ramak-
rishnuduy, is giving a tough
time to the Jaganmohan
Reddy government in the
council. As Jagan is likely
to table important bills, in-

cluding decentrahsatmn of
capital and abolition of
APCRDA Act, and there is
ho possibility of the bilis
getting the approval in the
council, the CM has decid-
ed to abolish the council in
this session. Besides hav-
Ing majority, the council
chairman and wvice-chair-

man posts are alse held by
TDP members, which is al-

50 seen as a reason for Ja-

gan toabolish the house.

e U

' m




