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CHAIRMA

N ACCUSES COUNCIL SECY

OF ACTING IN PARTISAN MANNER

Shetty blames officer for not citing proper rules to Dy Chairman who had occupied Chair
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LEGISLATIVE Council Chair-
man K Prathapchandra Shetty
hasissued a show-cause notice
to the Council Secretary, blam-
ing her for not bringing the
House in order on Tuesday
when it witnessed unprece-
dented, unruly scenes and
asked why action should not
be taken against her for dere-
liction of duty.

The notice, dated December
16 (the day after the ruckus),
stated that the Secretary K R

Mahalakshmi, failed to cite ap-.-

propriate rules to the Deputy
Chairman, who had occupied
the presiding officer’s chair
even when the quorum bell
was ringing and the chairman
present in the office. The of.

The officer acted in a partisan
manner, helped the Dy chairman
occupy the chair, and alfowed him
to continue with the proceedings
without ensuring that the rules
were followed. She also did not
take action when the chairman was
prevented from entering the House

— K Prathapchandra Shetty, Chairman

ficer acted in a partisan man-
ner, helped the deputy chair-
man occupy the chair, and
allowed him to continue with
the proceedings without en-
suring that the rules were fol-
lowed. She also did not take
action when the chairman was
prevented from entering the
House, Shetty stated.

to respond within 48 hours of

receiving the notice,

Sources, however, said that
it was the responsibility
of Marshals to bring the
situation under control when
‘the members were pushing
each other, and it would have
been difficult for the officer

to intervene.

The Council witnessed un-

precedented unruly scenes or
Tuesday with legislators from
the ruling BJP and opposition
Congress pushing each other
and indulging in heated
exchanges over moving a no-
confidence motion against
the Chairman.

Congress accused BJP of
creating trouble by making
Deputy Chairman occupy the
Chair when the Chairman was
present in his office, while the
ruling party blamed the oppo-
sition for pushing the Deputy
Chairman from the chair

Congress sought action
against BJP MLCs, while the
ruling party accused Shetty of
being partisan and sought the
Governor’s intervention to
convene the session to take up
the no-confidence motion:
against him.
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