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A senior BBMP official, req
uesting anonymity, said, “The
State Government went to the
Supreme Court only because it
wanted to delay the elections.
The delimitation exercise can-
ot be taken up as the electoral
rolls have alrdady been pre-
pared. Carrying out the entire
exercise afresh, along with de-
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limitation of wards, will only
delay the elections further-
more. But it will not have any
impact on the implementation
of schemes or projects.”

State Election Commissioner
B Basavaraju told TNIE that the
stay order will only delay the
BBMP elections. He said that
slectoral preparations have al-
ready been made and surmimary
revision of the voter list was to

shall be a stay of operation

SC stay will delay Palike polls: K'taka election panel

be taken up by the Election
Commission of India and the
updated roll would have been
completed in January Now, with
the stay order; the exercise will
be delayed along with the final
revision of rolls, to add new vot-
ers and delete cthers, he added.

This is not the first time that
the Palike elections have been
delayed. It was put off in 2015
16 also, he pointed out.
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Another BBMP official said
the delay in the elections will
have an impact on the cost in-
curred, as revision of electoral
rolls will have to done again
keeping in mind Covid-18
norms and additional precau-
tionary measures. The State
Election Commission has al-
ready sought Rs 205 crore from
the government for conducting
the gram panchayat elections.
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